To: Appropriations Committee

From: Michael Royston ~ Board Member Windser Locks Board of Education
18 Poplar St.
Windsor Locks, CT 06096
860-752-4089

Re: ECS Formula

Thank you to all the members for hearing this issue and giving me time to speak. The
ECS formula is broken and does not effectively provide funding to the towns or to our
students. I am here to support Senate Bill 1195, which would fix the formula.

To that end I will use my town of Windsor Locks as the example with our District
Reference Group. This is a group of towns that is supposed to have similar demographics
within the state. As you can see from the attached chart, even though the districts are
supposed to be similar, the amount of funding provided through ECS varies greatly from
a high of $5,838 per pupil to a low (in Windsor Locks) of $2,359.

There are many factors that make up the ECS formula, but per capita income and the
number of students who receive free and reduced lunch are supgosed to be big factors.
Again going back to the graph you can see Windsor Locks is 9" out of 17 in per capita
income and 3" in the number of student who receive free and reduced lunch, yet we
receive the least amount of funding per ECS.

Let me show you what this means for my town. Even if we moved up to 9™ on this list
and received funding at that level, Windsor Locks would receive approximately $2,000 of
additional revenue per child, over $3.8 million dollars. To a town that continually has its
PILOT funding from Bradley reduced and is losing $2.4 million in PILOT manufacturing
funding this year, this would make all the difference. Senate Bill 1195 can fix these
disparities by more accurately accounting for town wealth and student need.

1 realize I have simplified the formula and process but I hope I have showed the disparity
the ECS formula has created in Connecticut. I urge you to move forward with Senate Bill
1195 to fix this problem.

Thank you,
Michael Royston

Attachment: Table comparing Windsor Locks and other towns under ECS
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