Center for Disability Rights

7644 Campbell Ave.
West Haven, T 06516
Y 203-934-7077

TDD 203-934-T079

Disabilities Network of
Eastern €T

238 West Town Strest
Norwich, CT 046360
VTDD 860-823-1898

Disakility Resource Center
of Fairfleld County

80 Ferry Boulevard

Suite 210

Stratford, CT 06497

V 203-378-6977

TOD 203-378-3248

Independence Nofthwest
1183 New Haven Rd.
Naugatuck, CT 06770

YV 203-729-3299

TDD 203-728-1281

independence Unlimited
Suite D

131 New Park Avenue
Hartford, CT 06106
VITDD 860-523-5021

neatcit - The Constiwion Stte

Connecticut Association of Centers for Independent Living
151 New Park Ave. Suite 106, Hartford, CT 06106
voice 860-656-0430 fax 860-656-0496
www.cacil.net

..Working for the full integration, independence, and civil rights of people with disabilities

through Centers for Independent Living

Testimony of Gary Waterhouse, Executive Director
CT Association of Centers for Independent Living
March 4, 2011
Appropriations Sub-Committee Public Hearing
Department of Social Services Budget
Preserve Jobs for people with disabilities, Protect our economy

The Governor’s proposed budget line for Centers for Independent Living (CILs)
cuts the FY 2010/2011budget line by 15% or $96,589 in FY 2011/12 and FY
2012/13, we understand the need to reduce spending in these difficult economic
times. We also want to deseribe the vatue CILs bring to the State of Connecticut
as Non-Profit Organizations.

Most CIL staff are people with disabilities.

CILs need state funding to provide infrastructure (rent, utilities, computers,
telephones, administrative support) to support state grants such as:

¢ Money Follows the Person (MFP) .

¢ Emergency Personal Care Attendant (PCA) Program

s Aging and Disability Resource Centers (4DRC)

¢ Assistive/Rehabilitation Technology (dequisition &
Demonstration)

« Ticket to Work Activities (Soc.Sec. return to work incentives)

e Pre-Apprentice Programs {(prepare people to work)
e Resource Actualizing Mobility (RAMP)
s Housing Opportunities for People Living with HIV/AIDS

The above grants are designed to reduce state Medicaid costs and increase the
independence of Comnecticut citizens. '

The work done by the Centers for Independent Lz’ving demonstrates the abilities
of people with disabilities to perform vital business functions for the federal and
state government. ‘




