Dear Esteemed Members of the Appropriations Committee:

am writing to you today, as the former teacher of a now fourteen-year-
0ld girl who has been blind since birth. I had the priveledge of
working with this c¢hild when she was in 3rd grade at Samuel Staples ES.
Te is unfathomable to me that the proposed House Bill # 6380 will
eliminate the Board of Education and Services for the Blind. BESB
helped me provide my student with better ingtruction and support., They
provided training and eguipment that was critical for her independence.
The employves who I worked with was very specialized and dedicated. The
people of our state who receive thig specialized training and education
will be compromised if this bill passes.

I can't imagine what my life would have been like if I had been born
with sc meny things to overcome. She is still an inspiration tc me! The
support I receleved from BESE was outstanding and helped me to do the
best job I could in her regular education setting.

Thank you in advance for your kind consideration to this request.

Sincerely,

Jill Ruruc

Samuel Staples Elementary School
Baston, CT 06612

#203-261-3607



