To: State Senator Tomi N. Harp
State Senator Andrew M. Maynard
State Representative Andrew M. Fleischmann
Members of the Appropriations Committee

From: Joan Weir, Parent, American School for the Deaf
338 County Road, Madison, CT 06443

Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you about the American School for the Deaf (ASD) and the education my child
receives there. My name is Joan Weir and I have a deaf son who is 3 years old. This is his first year in school at ASD;
however we received Birth-to-Three services through ASD since his hearing loss was detected. ASD has always
encouraged us to attend events at the school and network with other parents. As a result of these opportunities, I
communicate regularly with other parents of ASD students, from age 3 ~ 21, from across the state. In addition to being a
parent of a child with hearing loss, I previously worked as a special education teacher and am currently completing my
master’s degree in the Teacher of the Deaf Program at University of Hartford. Because of my experiences, I feel that I
can speak with confidence about my own child’s education and I can provide some insight from other parents”
perspectives as well, :

My child, as required in his Individualized Education Plan (IEP), must be taught with a linguistically-accessible total
communication approach in order to have access to the educational curriculum. This approach includes American Sign
Language (ASL), state of the art amplification and other commiunication assistive technologies. One of ASD’s strengths
is its ability to offer comprehensive services to deaf students and their families. The education services include instruction
from certified teachers and other service professionals who are able to deliver instruction and services in the most
appropriate way for communication accessibility. ASD offers a variety of educational opportunities, including classroom
instruction, vocational education, counseling, Audiological and Cochlear Implant services, and Outreach Education
services to 25 Connecticut public school districts.

ASD not only provides comprehensive school-day services at their West Hartford campus, but focuses on our children’s
social and emotional needs and offers students a more global educational experience through numerous extracurricular
opportunities. Students interact and compete with their hearing peers through a variety of programs including athletics
such as soccer and basketball, a Robotics Team, a French Exchange program that has thrived for 25 years, the Connecticut
Student Forum, the After School Language Enrichment Program, collaboration with other public and private schools, and
a variety of other interactive special events in the community.

‘1 would like to share with you the efforts that ASD makes.to involve and engage families across the state in the school and
its activities. ASD’s Family Education Services empowers parents to be informed and to be active participants in our
children’s education plan. One example is the regional parent sign language classes offered in Danbury, Meriden,
Stamford, Bast Lyme, Norwich and West Hartford. Other examples include advocacy and empowerment training, the
Parent Training Series, an annual Family Learning Weekend, and Family Fun Saturdays.

ASD employs a responsive, caring staff that addresses my child’s needs and keeps me and other parents informed about
our children’s special education. They keep me up to date on my child’s progress and successes. As a parent, [ feel so
lucky that my child has access to a school which provides Deaf mentors and allows him to socialize with other peers who
have a hearing loss. My son is being exposed to a wonderful diversity across all communication choices and is being
given the opportunity to grow and communicate in a way that works best for him. This environment is allowing him to
expand cognitively and sociafly. ASL is a beautiful and complex language. We are working on learning ASL, but it is
not our first language and we are not yet fluent in it. It is important that my child be given the opportunity to learn the
language from fluent users while simultaneously being exposed to the Deaf community and its rich cuitare.

I want to thank you for your time and your support of ASD and my child’s education, and for supporting the Governor’s
proposed budget increase of 3% for ASD. The State of Connecticut has a treasure here that needs your support. I, like
other parents, want to see my child develop fully and to become an independent tax-paying citizen in our state. Thank
you for listening and for supporting my child’s education and ASD.



