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COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMEZ\T TAL DISABILITIES

February 24, 2011

TO: Aging Committee
RE: Raised Bill 620

Good Morning Senator Prague, Representative Setra, Representative
Coolk and Committee Members,

My name is Mary-Ann Langton, and I am a Disability Policy
Specialist at the CT Council on Developmental Disabilities. The Council
is a Governor appointed body of people with developmental disabilities,

parents of children with developmental disabilities and agency
representatives that serve people with developmental disabilities. The
Council receives federal funding from the Administration on |

" Developmental Disabilities to implement the Developmental Disabilities
Act and to promote the full inclusion of people with disabilities.

The Council supports Bill 620 of AN ACT CONCERNING A
PLAN TO DEVELOP “AGING IN PLACE.” Aging in Place can
meet a wide variety of needs for people including people with |
disabilities. , |

The Council held an “Aging in Place” Symposium where people with
disabilities and their advocates expressed the goal of people with
disabilities being able to age in their homes where they could be
productive in their community. With this information, the Council
hosted a conference and invited the founder of Beacon Hill Village
located in MA to be the keynote speaker. This “Aging In Place” village
allows people to age in their homes with the necessary supports and
services. In addition, the Council has funded the Western CT

~Association for Human Rights (WeCHAR) from Danbury to conducta -~ -
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“Aging In Place” pilot project where people with and without
disabilities can remain and age in their homes while receiving supports
and services.. This is the first inclusive model in the country.

Therefore, the Council hopes that the Commissioner of the -
Department of Social Services will develop an “Aging In Place” plan

that will be inclusive for people with and without disabilities.

Thank you. I would be happy to take questions.




