CONNECTICUT FIRE DEPARTMENT INSTRUCTORS ASSOICATION
1 Fischer Road Hartford, CT 06120

cfdia.com cfdia@hotmail.com

Senator Stillman, Representative Dargan, and members of the Public Safety and Security
Committee.

My name is Mark Salafia, an active member and former president of the Connecticut Fire
Department Instructors Association {CFDIA). CFDIA is a fraternal organization of certified fire
service instructors and associate members numbering 322 whose mission is to advance the fire
service and emergency response safety through training and education. | am before you today
to request your support for Senate Bill #151, An Act Limiting the Indemnification of Fire Service
Instructors. The goal of the CFDIA in proposing this change .in legislation is to help provide high
quality, safe, fire service training through capable instructors. The CFDIA supports
indemnification for certified fire service instructors while acting in the discharge of their
assigned duties while employed by a municipal, regional, state, or tribal nation fire department
or designated training organization. The CFDIA is not in favor of providing indemnification for
fire service instructors, who although certified, eiect to deliver fire service training as private
business entities. It is the feeling of our organization that the State of Connecticut should not be
burdened with providing indemnification for instructors who choose to form a private training
business. These private fire training companies should provide their own insurance coverage.

Additional Points:
1. At present, Certified Fire Service Instructors do not reguire any recertification or

continuing education units to maintain certification. An instructor could be certified, not
affiliated with the fire service for any number of years, then begin a private fire training
company and would still enjoy the indemnification benefit provided by the State.

2. The CFDIA supports certified Fire Service Instructors employed by a municipal, state,
industrial or tribal nation fire department, regional or state fire schoo!l be indemnified
while in the discharge of their official duties providing training to their members,
students, or members of mutual aid departments.

3. The CFDIA requests this committee amend the Bills language to be all inclusive for
Certified Fire Service Instructors to be indemnified during the discharge of their official
duties while employed by a municipal, state, industrial or tribal nation fire department
or employed by a state or regional fire training school. The attachment shows an
example of this wording.

4. As an organization, the CFDIA is not aware of any situation where a private Fire Service
Instructor has had to be indemnified by the State of Connecticut, but private Fire Service
training entities are becoming more common.



AN ACT LIMITING THE INDENMINIFICATION OF FIRE SERVICE INSTRUCTORS.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Assembly convened:

Section 1. Section 7-323q of the general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in
lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2010):

The state shall save harmless and indemnify any person certified as a fire service instructor by
the Commission on Fire Prevention and Control under section 7-323/ from financial loss and
expense, including legal fees and costs, if any, arising out of any claim, demand, suit or
judgment by reason of alleged negligence or other act resulting in personal injury or property
damage, which acts are not wanton, reckless or malicious, provided such person, at the time of
the acts resulting in such injury or damage, was acting in the discharge of [his] such person’s
official duties [in providing] as_an_employee or member of a municipal, state, industrial or tribal

nation fire department, or emplovee of a state or regional fire training school providing fire

service training and instruction.

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following sections:

Statement of Purpose:

To limit the indemnification of fire service instructors to those instructors who provide such
training to their own municipal, state or tribal nation fire department directly or through
mutual-aid agreements or while employed by the Commission on Fire Prevention and Control
or a regional fire school.



