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93— An Act Coneerninig Homeless Youtli.

- -fbi thf’; Coumeil. of Churches, of Greater
the I aps Ceriter for Youth i Crisis
: sr'of the Center is 011

My name is John Cottrell. Lam the Chief Operdting O
Biidgeport, Since 1978, the year I began wmka ig at Th
has. qerved chxldl en and families in-the:Greate

Our Basie Center Program consists of fourmain eomponen“zs 24 hour mobile erisis response,
immediate intervention and support, temporary respite care in orie of-our host homes, and affetcare
suppoit phce the young peréon.leaves ouieate: These cover four of the five service conponents
outlined. in the bill.

T féel itis iinjortant to-point outthe while The:Couneil of Churches is licensed by DUF as.a Child
Piacmg Agency, wie cuttently reteivé fio state funiding:for our services. Our revenue comes ffom.
federal grants, local municipalities, foundations, chivrches and individual donots.

\

Our siaﬂ’“ process approxzmately four hundred referrals each year-_ The ma_]outy of these cails 1nm1ve

- dla’ce mtewent}on, separatlon gan.
g petson hag already 16ft the home: That

is where fhe autlons outhned in t]us b111 becmnefso xmp@rtant :

Ainbet was4a:17 year-a!d teet fioi Trabull who-was closing in onher eighteenth birthday. She had
called Janus-Center’s 24-hour ciisis hotline besauss her mother hiad Kicked her out of the house after
they had gotlen into 4 hugealtercation. Amber was not only oneless; shi was also fourmonths
pregnant. When the full-assessment and intake was: performed; it was: tioted that Awber was sufférin g
frotn a bispolar dmorder but could not take any medication because she was pregnant.

A 1 t:fng‘, was nnmediate}y an anged thh her mothel Dur’ Vg;the fiteeting, it becatne quite evident:
15 ber: tinterested in recomicil mothet expressed that although she

loved hex dau ghtm she cou},d not take-bm;ng;p yswaily assauli@dk apymiores The mothier said bgcause

bets iability to take medication for the: treatment of her bi-polar disorder; she feared for her
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The:case manager needed time to éxplors-altermative living. arrahgements-that would best suit Amber
and the unborn child. Amber was adatnant that she-did notwant to gé Intoa. DCF eniergency
placement based on an experience she had several years gatlier, Foﬂunately, Ansber and moi agreed
to a respite stay in one of'our host homes. Aftera threeweek stay, Asmber was able to be referred to
i Casa, which is.a prograin that catérs to teen.mothers.

Fortunately for Amber the Janus Centerisignigiof a very few pro
suceessfully maintained. most.of'the services outlined in Ralsed, Bill
doh*f tiifn out tiis way due to-either the lack of services or madbiocks‘thdtzmay preinblt m'gam?atlons
from poviding the ieeded hielp. This till, fof the first tivie to myknowledge, would-provide-a
definition for young people in this sitnation, T eutlines the servicés thiat shiould be in pia"e to respiond
to the immedite needs. of homeless youth and calls for an-anrugl evaluation of the-serviess:and
systers put in place.

A in Conneat;cut that has

Ibelieve that with:a foeused effort, fueled by the activities addressed if thits bill, haty communitiesin
‘Connecticut could and would put-together plangand agtivities in an effort to address this very
wvulnerable and mostly invisible-population.

%:# Chief Operating Officer




