State of nnmez:tiwt

SENATE
STATE CAPITOL
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106-1591

SENATOR ROBERT J. KANE RANKlngn;gMBER

DEPUTY MINORITY LEADER

UMAN
THIRTY-SECOND DISTRICT HUMAN SERVICES
e MEMBER
LEGISLATIVE QFFICE BUILDING APPROPRIATIONS
SUITE 3400 PUBLIC HEALTH

HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106-1591
CAPITOL: (860) 240-8800
TOLL FREE: 1-800-842-1421
FAX: {860} 240-8308
E-MALL: Rob.Kane@cga.ct.gov

March 2, 2010
An Act concerning Visitation By Grandparents

Good afternoon, Senator Musto, Representative Urban, Senator Boucher, Representative
Hovey, and members of the committee. My name is Rob Kane, and T am the Senator for
the 32™ district. | come before you this afternoon to testify in support of HB 5313, An Act
Concerning Visitation By Grandparents, and 1 ask that you pass the bill.

When a marriage breaks up, or parents go their separate ways, the children are the
ones who suffer most. But they are not the only ones to suffer from the breakups of the
family. While parental rights, custody and visitation are considered by our courts, the
extended family members such as grandparents have no such standing. There will be no
orders saying when they can visit or what holidays they can share with the children they
have known and loved since birth. This bill seeks to provide some protection that the
rights of grandparents to see their grandchildren will be respected and protected.

Grandparents are an important part of a child’s life, often serving as the emotional
touchstone of a family. They can be caregivers, confidants, playmates, and role models to
their grandchildren. All they need is the opportunity to see them, to share in their lives, to
be a part of their growing up. That is the goal behind HB 5313, This bill would provide
that grandparents, when it is found to be in the best interest of the child, shall be given
visitation rights. These are grandparents who have helped raise the children, who have
always been there even when the parents have not. They should not lose out on seeing
their grandchildren simply because the parents cannot agree or get along.



Sometimes in our society, it seems like children have no one “there” for them. No one to
look out for them, to care for them, to mentor them, to love them. To prevent a
grandparent from being “there” for a grandchild is a wrong headed policy that we need to
change. Passing this bill would be a good start to that change. Thank you for the
opportunity to testify in favor of the bill.



