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JUDICIARY COMMITTRE PUBLIC HEARING: FEBRUARY: 26; 2010

PIEASF SUPPORT H.H.5148: AN ACT CONCERNING FUNDING FOR THE
JUDICIAL BRANCH, ™= \ -

Good aficrnoon, members of the Judiciary Committee. My name is Seot Jelescheff and 1
anm & staff attomay for thé lnte rnationul Brotherhood of Police Olfjces Loci) 731, which

- represents Judicial Marshal: Lead Judicial Marshals, and Judicia) Seturity Officers. 1°'m
here "tu'di.scuss;l {ouse Bill 5148, un Act c.ohccfni_ng-'fufndii-!g"i'ur_:;.hg Judicial Branch, With
me sre Union President Joe Gaetano, who ‘works in the Hantlord District and Lead
Judicial Marshal Carlos Cardona, Whao works in-the’New Haven Thstrlet. These are the
two busiest districts in the -State.-'.Mér$hal_s..Gqc_:l;muibnd=(.‘éxr_d'ona;fal,o:_lg_lw{‘ih--tbej rest of
Local 731, provide the' lifst line 6r'dcfetisc?inuJudici'u,l__;qécur'ity.

The Union would very much like to-work with the Judicial Branch and establish

minimum siaffing tevels for Judicial Marshyls — someéthirig that can anly happei with.the

right tunding; The Judicial Branch and Union both agree about. the need-for-funding.

Hudge Quinn noted in-her westimany Tast month hefore this commiltee that the nyriber of:
Murshals eurrently in placs fills far short of 920 — the numibet neeessary (o ensure
Judicial Branch satety. J udge-Damianii recently spoke about the dangerous conditivng in

~ his New Hayen courtroom diie to inadequute: Marshal stafting,

M'an%huls.Guelano-an'd:{;?érdona;can.tell".you_aboul:-lhc: Judieia) Rranch having 10
compramise its bwn'rules and policies because of ihadequate security. We've ot
Defendants ad vietims staring.acrossthe lobhy 4t ene-another; with one Marshal 1o
monitor them while sereening incoming patrons, We'verigot just otic; Marshiil-in a
courtrooin that requires two ~ orie. for administrative fanclions and the oitier to maintain
safety and.order. We've gol understaffed Jockup facilitics: and at times, just-one Marshal
to escort dangerauy. prisonets througha busy ficil ity. Maislials Gaetano.and Cirdona are:
heie to address uny specific.quéstions you may have aboiit-Judicial security.

Safety-of judges, Marshals, othier Branch cmployess. and the genersl publicis
compromised. Fewér courfrooms.can operate, docket back] ogs erowlonger, and the
wheels of justice um even slower. . Any diseussion about funding for other:Judicial
departments is mast without an-adequinle number of Marshals on the job.

Mcnihe:_mnf_‘,thl:-,(—‘ omniittee - IBPO Local 731 asks that you support Honse Bill 5148.and
helpipmvidc:fqt‘ansiﬁurc:'ase"_i_n Very necessary security, and weericourage #ny queslions
OF comiments. about the Judicial Marshaf shortfall,



