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Good afternoon Senator McDonald, Representative Lawlor, and other members of the
Judiciary Committee. My name is Louis Magnarelli. I am the Director of The Connecticut
Agricultural Experiment Station and support Raised Bill No. 5543.

The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station, the oldest agricultural experiment
station in the United States, has a rich history of making highly relevant discoveries for society.
The pioneering work that led to the discovery of vitamin A, development of a high-yielding
variety of hybrid corn, and production of new varieties of mountain laurel are some examples of
research accomplishments.

During our 135-year history, however, there has been a lack of statutory authority for this
agency to protect new plant cultivars and other inventions and to seek patents and licensing
agreements. The current economic times are such that we need another source of revenue to re-
invest in our research programs, This Experiment Station must become more self-sufficient.

Science technology has advanced greatly in the past 15 years, and we now have the tools
to produce plants that are resistant to fungus infections and insect pests., Our goal to reduce
pesticide use in agricultural settings is being accomplished. We now have new plant cultivars,
such as strawberry, that show resistance to important pest problems and should be protected by
patents or licensing agreements. Our growers are eager to include these plants in their farming
operations because there are fewer options for pesticide treatments. These newly developed
plants will be good for our environment and farmers. With reduced pesticide use, there will be
lower farm costs and less human exposure to pesticides.

I asked our Attorney General’s office for assistance on writing the new language for
statutory authority, Current state laws on patents and royalties for the University of Connecticut
served as a model. However, we made some changes that seem to better fit our needs. Moreover,
we are aware of the federal Bayh-Dole Act, 35 U.S.C. Sec. 202, which requires, among other
things, that non-profit organizations receiving federal grant funds must share patent royalties with
inventors.

In the years ahead, we expect to make other discoveries, which will introduce better
plants for society. It is hoped that you will support us in implementing the appropriate statutory
language. Thank you.

Sincerely,
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