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From: Heather Finn <hfinn@harthosp.org>
To: Diane.Cubeck@cga.ct.gov; Steve Fontana@cga.ct.gov; Crisco@senatedems.ct.gov
Cc: QiWalsh@aol.com; Douglas.McCrory@cga.ct.gov; Eric.Coleman@cga.ct.gov
Subject: Please vote against SB 392
Date: Mon, Mar 8, 2010 10:10 pm

(TR SB3%
Senator Joseph Crisco

Representative Steve Fontana :
Co-Chairs, Insurance & Real Estate Committee 1
Connecticut General Assembly |

March 8, 2010

RE: SB 392 — AN ACT CONCERNING INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR ACUPUNCTURE TREATMENTS PROVIDED
BY CHIROPRACTORS AND THE MINIMUM PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY INSURANCE CARRIED BY
CHIROPRACTORS.

Dear Senator Crisco, Representative Fontana, and members of the Insurance and Real Estate Committee:

As a Licensed Acupuncturist who has treated Connecticut residents with acupuncture for the past ten years, | urge you
to vote against SB 392,

| work as a Licensed Acupuncturist for three Connecticut not-for-profit health organizations:

1. The Integrative Medicine Department of Hartford Hospital. where | treat cancer patients for the side effects of
chemotherapy and radiation at the Helen and Harry Gray Cancer Center — Avon.

2. The Hartford Gay and Lesbian Health Collective, where | treat people with HIV/IAIDS, many of whom also
have a history of substance abuse. | travel to weliness centers in Hartford, New Britain and Manchester to treat '

patients for relapse prevention, medication side effects, and anxiety and depression.
3. The ECHN Women’s Center for Wellness in South Windsor, where | treat members of the community. i

My training fully prepared me for my work.

| earned a Masters of Acupuncture (M.Ac.) from the New England School for Acupuncture, which is the oldest school
for acupuncture in the United States. | learned to treat people with HIV/AIDS during two student internship rotations at
the AIDS Care Project of Pathways to Wellness in Boston.

| completed the continuing education seminar “Acupuncture for the Cancer Patient” which was team taught by Licensed
Acupuncturists and Oncologists at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in New York.

Before | was eligible to become licensed in Connecticut, | had to pass a national board exam.
In contrast, in the state of Connecticut, there are no such standards for chiropractors when it comes to acupuncture:

+ Chiropractors have no_minimum standard of education to practice acupuncture.

« Chiropractors do not have a national exam to demonstrate proficiency in performing acupuncture.
+ Chiropractors do not have to demonsirate competence in safety issues such as the proper use and disposal of ‘

acupuncture needles.

Providing insurance coverage for chiropractors to perform acupuncture treatments would do a great disservice to
Connecticut residents. The people of Connecticut deserve excellence in all areas of health care, and that includes
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acupuncture. Providing insurance coverage to chiropractors who lack standards in safety, education and certification
falls far short of excellence.

| can be reached at <hfinn@@harthosp.org>, and by cell phone at 860.978.8248. My home address is 22 Frederick St
#301, Hartford, Connecticut 06105,

Thank you very much for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Heather Finn, L.Ac.

Integrative Medicine at Hariford Hospital
Helen and Harry Gray Cancer Center— Avon
80 Fisher Drive, Avon, Connecticut 06001
860-696-1000
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