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AN ACT CONCERNING INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR MAMMOGRAMS

Senator Crisco, Representative Fontana, and members of the Insurance and Real Estaie
Committee, I am Dr. Joyce Chung, a Radiation Oncologist at the Hospital of Saint
Raphael, and I support mandatory health insurance policy coverage for maghetic
resonance imaging (MRI) and additional mammograms within a health insurance policy
year for patients with prior personal history of breast cancer, positive genetic testing or
other indications as determined by a patient's physician or advanced practice registered
nurse.

As an oncologist, I care for hundreds of patients with breast cancer -- many of these
patients are newly-diagnosed pafients who have dense breast tissue and who benefit from
breast MRI studies. Many of these patients presented with mammographically-
undetectable breast cancer in which MRI studies revealed the location and size of the

cancer.

Breast-cancer patients complete extensive comprehensive breast-cancer treatments
including surgery, chemotherapy, hormonal therapy and radiation therapy. Patients are
then closely followed with surveillance studies which often include mammograms, In this
group of patients, continued surveillance with breast MRI studies are extremely important
given the patients’ history of dense breast tissue and a history of mammographically-
undetectable breast cancer. As an oncologist, I recommend follow-up MRI studies in
conjunction with mammograms. Most times, my requests for foltow-up MRIs are denied
by the insurance companies. Unfortunately, the physician's recommendations are
ignored, and the insurance company decides the patient's freatment!

I urge the Insurance Commiftee to pass mandafory health insurance coverage for
magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) and additional mammograms within a healih
insurance policy vear for patients with prior personal history of breast cancer, positive
genetic testing or other indications as defermined by a patient's nhysician or advanced
practice registered nurse,

Thank you for your consideration.
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