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Amendment to Acquired Brain Injury Medicaid Waiver

The Connecticut Acquired Brain Injury Medicaid Waiver gives hope and the
promise of a better life to people with traumatic brain injury and their families.

As advocates for people with disabilities we are very pleased there is proposed
funding for an additional thirty-five (35) ABI slots.

We are very disturbed that the additional thirty-five (35) ABI slots will create a
new silo requiring institutionalization before being eligible for the new slots.

The existing ABI waiver has a waiting list of fifty (50) fully eligible people that
will be eliminated from consideration under the proposed change.

CACIL supports the position of the Brain Injury Association of Connecticut that
the fifty (50) people on the waiting list should be funded along with the thirty-five
(35) on the MFP list.

An equitable distribution of the thirty-five (35) new slots between the existing
ABI waiting list and the MEP list may be a solution.

The most recent draft of the Mercer Report prepared for the State of Connecticut
Department of Social Services says, "Multiple interviewees reported a lack of
overall direction and integration in the long-term care program attributable to the
separate and distinct Medicaid waiver reporting structures for each waiver within
DSS”.  The Mercer report makes many suggestions regarding system change in
the way Connecticut manages its Medicaid waiver programs.

The change contemplated today is an example of short-term expedience and no
long-term strategic policy implications.



