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Good morning Senator Doyle, Representative Walker, and Members of
fe‘ifgmfy the Human Services Committee. My name is Leslie Simoes and I am the
T A of Litchfisld county  Assistant Executive Direc.tor of The Arc of Connecticut, a 58-year-old
Torrington statewide advocacy organization for individuals with intellectual
S disabilities and their families, We have 23 local chapters that provide
Anthony Recck supports, services, and advocacy for individuals with intellectual
Futures, Inc. disabilities throughout Connecticut.
Middietowr
immediate Past President I am here this morning to testify in favor of HB 5145 AN ACT
o nlewinsk CONCERNING AN INCREASE IN THE AMOUNT OF FEDERAL
Gullfordt FUNDS RECEIVED BY STATE AGENCIES.
Contributions are L. .
tox-deductible It is important that Connecticut fully support the most vulnerable among

our population whether they require acute medical care or long term care.
In these uncertain economic times the state of Connecticut should develop
a plan to capture more federal dollars. The larger the federal
reimbursement, the larger is Connecticut’s ability to provide the needed
services and supports.

Specifically in The Department of Developmental Services, there are a
number of ways the state could better utilize federal dollars. The first
being services provided outside the state of Connecticut. Medicaid will
only reimburse Connecticut for services being delivered in Connecticut.
There are approximately 40 children receiving services in other states and
the legislature should look at how we can provide these children with in
state supports. The legislature could also look at adults being served out
of state to see if there are ways to serve them in state so we can maximize
federal reimbursement.
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The second suggestion for maximizing federal dollars is the approval of the autism
waiver DDS is creating. The Arc of Connecticut urges the legislature to support DDS
and collaborating state agencies to approve the new waiver for children and adults with
Autism Spectrum Disorders.

The third suggestion is “Medicaid for the Working Disabled”. Previously DDS was slow
to file for waiver coverage for those on “Medicaid for the Working Disabled”. The
legislature should look into the process to assure that we as a state are doing all we can to
use these federal dollars,

The final suggestion The Arc has to maximize federal dollars is the formula for FMAP.
The federal government uses an arcane formula to determine the percentage of each
state’s Medicaid payments that are reimbursed. Connecticut receives only the minimum
payment of 50% while other states receive as much as an 80% reimbursement. The
formula involves the square of the average income in a state and the square of the average
income in the country. The Arc of Connecticut suggests that a look be taken at this
formula with the intent to make sure the legislature is capturing all the dollars we can in
Connecticut.

I thank you for the opportunity to testify today.



