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Good Moming Senator MaryAnn Handley, Representative Roberta Willis, and the
members of the Committee on Higher Education and Employment Advancement. My
name is Elliot Joseph and I am the President and CEO of Hartford Hospital and Hartford
Healthcare. Thank you for inviting me here today to speak about the future of UConn’s
School of Medicine and the region’s health care.

Let me start by simply stating that Hartford Hospital is a very proud and honored partner
of UConn and its School of Medicine (SOM). As the only public medical educational
institution in our state, the SOM is an essential resource not only for all of the area
hospitals, but also for the tens of thousands of people we serve everyday.

Our state is already facing an acute shortage of doctors and medical specialists and that
void can only be filled with a healthy and successful SOM. The SOM is a proving
ground for the state’s next great generation of surgeons, doctors, nurses, paramedics,
EMTs and other essential medical staff. If we are to maintain and elevate the quality of
healthcare in our area the SOM must not only survive, it must thrive.

That is why we have always said that Hartford Hospital wants to proactively help secure
the future of the SOM. That was the main reason why we sought to partner with UConn
last year and why I’'m before you today.

Advancing the SOM is a priority for Hartford Hospital and a goal that we are proud to
share with the University. However, as we all know, there are significant issues that must
be addressed if we are to achieve these goals.

John Dempsey Hospital (JDH) is old, antiquated and running a very significant annual
deficit that is covered by the state. I firmly believe that we must stabilize JDH to relieve
the state of its annual budget deficit funding,

I'm hopeful that the Governor’s plan has the capacity to shore up the foundation of JDH,
and we hope by doing this, it will improve the UConn SOM. :

It is my firm hope that this plan can finally secure the economic underpinning of JDH and
offer a bright new era for the school, its students and the region’s health care providers.

We look forward to working with the Governor, the State legislature and area hospitals,
and we stand ready to assist and help UConn elevate the SOM and build a brighter future

of quality health care for all of the citizens of Connecticut.

Thank you.



