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Serot Good morning Senator Slossberg, Representative Spallone, and Members
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Joer oy of the GAE Committee. My name is Leslie Simoes and I am the Assistant
The Arc of Litehfietd County  Executive Director of The Arc of Connecticut, a 58-year-old statewide
fotrington advocacy organization for individuals with intellectual disabilities and
Treasurer their families. We have 23 local chapters that provide supports, services,
Anthony Recck and advocacy for individuals with intellectual disabilities throughout
Futures, Inc. 2
Middlelown Connecticut.
immediote Past President I am here this morning to testify against two bills.

Ken Cholewinski
SARAH Sensca

Guilford S. B. No. 424 (RAISED) AN ACT CONCERNING AGENCY

Contributions are CONSOLIDATION AND THE CREATION OF THE HEALTH AND

fax-deductibte HUMAN SERVICES CONSOLIDATION STEERING
COMMITTEE.

S. B. No. 28 AN ACT CONSOLIDATING STATE AGENCIES AND
ELIMINATING CERTAIN LEGISLATIVE COMMISSIONS.

SB 424 would merge existing human service agencies into one large
agency and The Arc of Connecticut objects to this idea and the notion that
it would be a positive move for the individuals receiving services from
these agencies. In fact, it was The Arc many years ago that advocated for
the creation of what is now called The Department of Developmental
Services. If we believed for a moment that the merging of agencies could
free up dollars to broaden service for the hundreds of people on the
Waiting List, for example, we would have a very different view.
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When this idea was proposed back in 2003-04, we heard from Directors of several Arcs
across the country were mergers have taken place and they only increased the difficulty for
vulnerable people trying to navigate a mega-bureaucracy. It was chaos.

Having a separate service agency not only provides continuity of services it provides services
by skilled professionals trained and supervised by professionals in the field of developmental
disabilities. These agencies exist for the purpose of assisting people with disabilities to lead
better quality lives and to become as independent as possible. The Arc would strongly
suggest with this Committee to start with a determination of how well the agencies are
meeting that goal, and then looking at whether efficiencies can be achieved through
reorganization.

The second bill, SB 28, would eliminate certain legislative commissions and again, The Arc
objects to this idea and the notion that this move would be somehow beneficial to the people
of Connecticut. A particular commission, The Commission on Aging, has filled the huge
need for advocacy in the state and has most likely been a part of over all cost savings because
of information, education and resources the commission offers.

The U. S. Supreme Court’s Olmstead decision in 1998 recognized that the interests of people
with disabilities were the same, no matter what their age. Since that time Connecticut’s Long
Term Care Plan, prepared at the direction of the Legislature, and was expanded to cover
people with disabilities of all ages. The Commission on Aging has been a driving force in the
preparation and implementation of that Plan,

T'urge this committee to reject the proposed bills SB 424 and SB 28. Thank you for the
opportunity to testify today and




