Massachusetts Offices

CGrreenfietd 01304
WVITTY (4131 7742351
FAX (4)13) 7749468

Holyoke 01040
(413} 5264200
PAK (413) 5344839
FAX (413) 493-3969
TTY (413) 334-.2940

Northampion 01060
VITTY (411) 5841460
PAX {4131 586-1121

Plisfield 01201
VITTY (413) 4091243
FAX (41334997545

Salem 01970

(OF83 145- 1417
TAX (TR 741,190
TTY 1978) 745.6502

Glotcéster 01930
WITTY (978) 281-8880
FAX (078) 281-8510

Springfiefd 01103
VITTY (413 7331240
PAX {4135 739.3677

Somerville 02143
VITTY {617) 666-6990
FAX (617) 666-53712

'Wgrtcslﬂ' nand
VITTY (5081 755-5387
TAX (3081 755-5'M3

Commecticut Offices

East Harfford (06103
VITTY (R60) 282.8349
FAX (860} 2R2-8152

Gales Ferry 06335
VHTY (8607 4647221
PAX {8607 464-7222

Manchestor D605
. VITTY (RAD} 5122787
FAX (860) 512-2773

Menchester 06043
Transition Academny
VITTY (R60) 7916691
FAX {860) 791-6691

Windsor 06005
\’ﬂ'f‘t' {86D) GRR-TOLS
FAX {460) 688-5599

Wingsor 46095

Temp. Employment Services
{86 683-217R

FAX (R60) 633- 2497

New York Office
Tstandln 11749

{6313 952.9320
PAX (631} 952-4710

community
enterprises, inc.

CENTRAL QFFICE

TO: COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION AND
ELECTIONS

President/CEQ
Community Enterpriscs, Inc.

FROM: Richard W. Venne @ {Dq) ’

RE: Testimony for the Record Senate Bill No. 422 “ANACT
CONCERNING THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRA TE
SERVICES PILOT PROGRAM”

DATE:  March 17, 2010

My name is Richard Venne and 1 ani the President/CEO with Community

Entetprises, Inc. Tam testifyingfor the record on Raised Bill No. 422,

We support Raised Bill 422 because it is vital to keep on supporting
employment opportunitics for individuals wilh disabilities. According to
the US Department of Labor; in February 2010 the percentage of people
with disabilities in the labor force was 21.9. By comparison, the percentage
of persons with no disability in the labor foree is 70.1. 1L is very clear (hai
a8 state and a nation we should be commiiting ourselves {o adding
eraployment opporlunities for individuals with disabilities not taking them
away. Rill 422 is eritical to keeping Connecticul’s commitment to helping
individuals with disabilities obtain meaningful employment. 1t is
imiperative that we support this bill that was passed unanimously by the
legislature in 2006 as Public Act 06-126. This iegjs!a‘ti'cm created the Pilot
Program. Exiending the program and the pilot now will protect the jobs of

people with disabilities during the curreni difficult economic times,

Communily Enterprises, Inc started in the basement of Northampton State
Hospital over 30 years ago, the organization has contintued to grow and

{hrive as a vibrant non-profil offcring community-based employment,

CART Accredited

411 Pleasant Street » Nodhamplon, MA (G0
CVETTY FE4 L3 SRA-160 « FA 041 3) 586-1121
communityenterprires.com



housing and education services to individuals with disabilities through a
regional nefwork of 18 offices, Service funding comes from over 100
different state confracts and serves over 1500 individuals annvally.
Additional resources are generated through [und-rajsing and business g
aclivities. Most of these services are licensed by the state and the agency is E
accredited in Conmiunity Employment Services, Job Development, Job-8ite

Training, Job Supports, Comtumnity Services and Community Living

Services by the Commission on Acereditation of Rehabilitation Facilities.

Comniunity Enterprises, Inc. is participant in the State Preferred
Purchasing Program through the Connecticut Community Providers
Assooiation. Last year (his program created 119 of valuable community
jobs, $321,674 in wages and 23,502 hours of work for people with
disabilities. There is nothing more valuable than providing employment
opportunities which allow people with disabilities to become fully
participating members of our great state. Further, in these tight financial
times it is only prudent (o support programs which have demonstrated
success in reducing or eliminating dependency on federal and slate
entitlements such as, Social Security Disability, DSS medical benefits, Food
Stamps, DMHAS & DDS rent subsidies, and day care subsidies.
Supperting Bill 422 not only niakes sense but will help Connecticnt send 4
strong message (o our nation that people with disabilities want and can

guccessfully work in all types of positions.

Human Service at its Best



