March 3, 2010
Dear Environmental Committee,

My name is Ray Given and I am employed at Mainline Heating & Supply. I am
writing to you now in order to voice my opinion on the proposed ban on OQuidoor Wood
Fumaces in Connecticut. If any more laws are enacted to regulate outdoor wood furnaces,
I am concerncd that I may lose my job as well as the ability to heat my house.

I have been heating my home and garage with a Central Boiler Outdoor Wood
Furnace for the last five years. Before that, I was using electric heat which cost me about
$1,000 per month just for my home. I then tried the next best thing which was using two
indoor wood stoves: one in the basement and one upstairs. Afier about one season of
that, I realized that I needed something better. I was searching the internet and came
upon Outdoor Wood Furnaces. What a great idea! All of the mess, the bugs and most
importantly, the danger of fire arc outside.

My Central Boiler is probably the best investment that I have ever made. With
that being said, I believe that my Outdoor Wood Furnace smokes less than two inside
chimneys. Please take the time to examine any complaints on these OWFs on a case by
case basis before deciding to ban Qutdoor Wood Furnaces. Your decision will greatly
impact thousands of hard working, law abiding people that rely on Outdoor Wood
Furnaces to provide them with safe, inexpensive and in many cases, free heat.

Thanks again,

Ray Given







