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Testimony of Merrill Gay, Co-Chair of the CT Early Childhood Alliance
Raised Bill 380

Senator Gaffey, Representative Fleischmann, members of the committee, my name is
Merrill Gay, [ am the co-chair of the Connecticut Early Childhood Alliance representing
over 40 organizations working together on issues related to young children.

I am here today to speak regarding Raised Bill 380, a bill that would capture unexpended
School Readiness funds and use them to provide professional development to enable
teachers in School Readiness preschool programs to reach the 2015 BA degree
requirement. The Connecticut Early Childhood Alliance strongly believes that highly
skilled, motivated and caring teachers can make a significant difference in the lives of
young children,

This bill is one of a number of steps that will need to be taken in order to reach the 2015
goal. Attached to my testimony is a print out from the CT Registry of Early Childhood
teachers. This list is organized so that you can see how many preschool teachers
currently have a BA in each town receiving School Readiness funding. Statewide 36% of
those teachers have a BA. We have a long way to go.

The challenges to reaching the state goal include: retaining those teachers that already
hold BAs, the limited number of colleges offering a BA in Early Childhood, the ability of
the current workforce to attain degrees, and pay disparity. On average the teachers in
these preschools are being paid salaries between $23,000 and $27,000. Several years
ago CCSU suspended their Early Childhood BA program simply because they didn’t
have a large enough enrollment to warrant the cost of running the classes. Students faced
with the prospect of a job paying less than the cost of a year at college, not surprisingly
decided on another better paying specialty.

So in closing we are encouraged that this bill takes a step in the right direction and urge
you to look at, and address, the many other challenges that we face in improving the
qualifications of the teachers who work with our youngest students. I would be happy to
take any questions,

110 Bartholomew Avenue, Suite 4030, Hartford, CT 06106
860.819.3647, earlychildhoodalliance.com
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Teaching and Assistant Teaching Staff in Publicly funded

Assistant Teachers
Designation ng Number Percent
COMPETITIVE

BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 104 9%
AS plus 12 ECE credits 53 9%
: 22 7%

18 25%

50%

PRIORITY
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Teaching and Assistant Teaching Staff in Publicly Funded Centers - 03/08/2010

Teachers

Assistant Teachers

City/Town:: Designation |Education and Training Career Ladder Level | Number | Percent | Number Percent
ANDOVER competitive . = , - “
: BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 100% 1 50%
AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 0 0% 0 0%
CDA pius 12 ECE credits or 30 credit
credential 7-8 0 0% 0 0%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 0 0% 0 0%

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits

0%

50%

ANSCNIA

priority

BA or more plus 12 ECE credits

55%

ASHFORD

competitive

11-15 6 1 7%
AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 5 45% 0 0%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit
credential 7-8 0 0% 1 7%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 0 0% 7 47%
_ Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits 1-5 0 0% 6 40%

BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 2 100% 0 0%
AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 0 0% 0 0%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit

credential 7-8 0 0% 0 0%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 0 0% 0 0%

Lessthana CDA or Hmlwmnm credits

0%

BALTIC L : e e
BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 11-15 2 100% 0 0%
AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 0] 0% 0 0%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit
credential 7-8 0 0% 0 0%

CDA or 12 ECE credits

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits

Connecticut Charts-A-Course Early Childhood Professional Registry
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Teachers

Assistant Teachers

City/Town "

Designation

Education and Training

BRISTOL

priority

Percent

Number

Percent

BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 11-15 7 57% 3 9%
AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 9 30% 4 13%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit

credential 7-8 9 28%
CDA or 12 ECE credits & 3 9%

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits

BROOKLYN

competitive

BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 11-15 5 63% 0 0%
AS plus 12 ECE credits S-10 1 13% 1 13%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit

credential 7-8 0 0% 1 13%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 1 13% 2 25%

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits

1 13%

50%

CANTERBURY

BA or more plus 12 ECE credits

AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 0 0% 0 N/A
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit

credential 7-8 0 0% 0 N/A
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 0 0% 0 N/A

Less ﬂrm.: a CDA or 12 ECE credits

0 0%

N/A

CHAPLIN

competitive

BA or more plus 12 ECE credits

11-15 1 20% 0 0%
AS plus 12 ECE credits 9~10 0] 0% 0 0%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit
credential 7-8 1 20% 0 0%
CDA or 12 ECE credits & 1 20% 1 33%

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits

Connecticut Charts-A-Course Early Childhood Professional Registry
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Teachers Assistant Teachers
City/Town™ . . Designation {Education and Training Career Ladder Level | Number | Percent | Number Percent
SERBY competitve [ - hiatdd = — — . ke \wm . h T pae il = 7 G —
fibd BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 11-15 3 27% 1 7%
AS plus 12 ECE credits 9~10 4 36% 2 14%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit
credential 7-8 1 9% 1 7%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 2 18% 9 64%
Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits 1-5 1 9% 1 7%

EAST HARTFORD priority

i

BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 11-15 11 33% 1 3%

AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 7 21% 1 3%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit

credential 7-8 7 21% 7 21%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 3 9% 14 42%
Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits 1-5 5 15% 10 30%

EAST HAVEN competitive

BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 11-15 0 N/A 0 0%
AS plus 12 ECE credits 9~10 0 N/A 3 100%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit

credential 7-8 0 N/A 0 0%
CDA or 12 ECE credits & 0 N/A 0 0%

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits

EASTLYME other

BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 11-15 1 20% 0 0%
AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 0 0% 0 0%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit

credential 7-8 0 0% 0 0%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 2 40% 0 0%

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits

Connecticut Charts-A-Course Early Childhood Professional Registry



Alisi3a¥ |BUOISSD)0d POOYP|IYD ALiRT 35IN0D-Y-S1IBYT INJ1303UU0D)

SpaL m_...m ZT 40 ddu B ueyl mm.m.m

%ET € %0 0 9 SHP®J2 323 ZT 40 VAD
%ST z %0 0 8L [erIuapald

HP342 Q€ 40 supaJd 303 2T snid vad
%8 T %ET T 01-6 SHPAJ2 33 ZT snjd Sy
%ET € %05 ¥ SI-TT

SHPaID 307 ZT snjd s0w 16 yg

aannadwos

GIOMSIHD

14 ST SUPRJ3 323 7T 10 YD B UBL3 5597

%St 14 %0 0 9 SHPSID 303 T 10 vAD

%IT £ %TT [4 8-L |ERuspald

31paJd 0¢ 10 sUpa1d 303 ZT snid vad

%0 0 %6T S 01-6 §3ipaJd 333 ZT sn|d Sy
%L [4 %SE 9 ST~1T

$}p=J2 333 2T snyd aJow 10 yg

| @aniadwod

HOIMN3IIYD

%87 et %1C S S-1 SUPaId 33 7T 10 ¥ B UBYL 5597
%cC 9 %t T 9 SUPRD DI TT 0 VAD
%L [4 %0 0 8L jel3uapaId

UP3J3 Q€ 4o S3PaU2 303 T snid vad
%It 13 %t T 0T-6 $31PaJd 303 ¢T snid sy
%IT € %TL LT ST-11 SHPa42 373 71 snjd suow Jo vg

FUCEIEY

qunn

U994

JaquinN

297 19ppeT J231e)

SUPRID I3 ZT snjd aJow 10 vg

anadwod a13dNg
%0 0 %0 0 -1 SHPRJ2 3D3 ZT 40 YD B UeYl $537
%0 0 %0 0 9 SHP3J2 3D3 TT 40 ¥AD
%0 0 %0 0 8L |BIIUBPALD
P42 O€ 4O SUPAID 33 2T snid vad
%00T T %0 0 01-6 SHPaI2 303 ZT snid Sy
%0 0 %00T 1 ST-TT

Jaylo

aqy041sv3

Suluiel) pue uonesnpy uoneusisaqg

SJ9YIBa | JURISISSY

sioyoea]

T umol/An




GUILFORD

o Teachers Assistant Teachers
City/Town ' Designation |Education and Training Career Ladder Level | Number | Percent | Number Percent
CROTON competitve T ol e~ S Ml T E—— _ S . e

BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 11-15 9 45% 2 11%

AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 5 25% 2 11%

CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit

credential 7-8 3 15% 2 11%

CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 1 5% 2 11%

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits 1-5 2 10% 11 58%
2

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits

other =
BA or more plus 12 ECE credits
AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 1 33% 0 0%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit
credential 7-8 o] 0% 0 0%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 0 0% 1 100%
1-5 0 0% 0 0%

HAMDEN competitive

BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 11-15 %
AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 4 57% 1 10%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit

credential 7-3 0 0% 1 10%
CDA or 12 ECE credits B 0 6 60%

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits

HAMPTON competitive

BA oﬂ‘Bo_.m plus 12 ECE credits

0 0%

AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 0 0% 0 0%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit

credential 0% 0 0%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 0% 0] 0%

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits

Connecticut Charts-A-Course Early Childhood Professional Registry
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Teachers Assistant Teachers

City/Town . - Designation jEducation and Training Career Ladder Level | Number | Percent { Number Percent
LISBON competitive [ & | L : - - . .

BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 11-15 5 100% 1 17%

AS plus 12 ECE credits 8-10 0 0% 0 0%

CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit

credential 7~8 0 0% 1 17%

CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 0 0% 0 0%

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits 1-5 0 0% 4 67%

LITCHFIELD

MANCHESTER

competitive

BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 11-15 0 N/A 0 N/A

AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 0 N/A 0 N/A

CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit

credential 7-8 0 N/A 0 N/A

CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 ¢ N/A 0 N/A

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits 1-5 0 N/A 0 N/A
0

MANSFIELD DEPOT

competitive

BA or more plus 12 ECE credits

BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 11-15 3 43% 0 0%

AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 0] 0% 0 0%

CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit

credential 78 2 29% 2 20%

CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 1 14% 3 30%

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits 1-5 1 14% S 50%
0

20% 0 0%
AS plus 12 ECE credits 8-10 0 0% 0 0%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit
credential 78 1 20% 0 0%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 1 20% 0 0%

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits

Connecticut Charts-A-Course Early Childhood Professional Registry
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Teachers

Assistant Teachers

City/Town.” . .

Designation

competitive

NAUGATUCK

Education and Training

5

BA or more plus 12 ECE credits

_nm.‘mm,. Ladder Level

Percent

Percent

o

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits

AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 12 60% i 13%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit
credential 7-8
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6
1-5

NEW BRITAIN

priority : e i i = o = : ;
BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 11-15 33 51% 8 10%
AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 14 22% 8 10%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit
credential 7-8 14 22% 19 24%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 3 5% 19 24%
1-5 2%

NEW CANAAN

Less than a CDA or 12 £CE credits

BA or more plus 12 ECE credits

26 33%

AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 0 0% 0 0%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit

credential 7-8 2 29% 0 0%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 2 50%

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits

50%

NEW FAIRFIELD

BA or more plus 12 ECE credits i1-15 2 67% 0 0%
AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 0 0% 0 0%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit

credential 7-8 0 0% 0 0%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 0 0% i 33%

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits

Connecticut Charts-A-Course Early Childhood Professional Registry
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Teachers

Assistant Teachers

City/Town™ "

Designation |Education and Training Career Ladder Level | Number | Percent | Number Percent
NEWTOWN other |& : e = -
T BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 0 0% 1 13%
AS plus 12 ECE credits 2 50% 0 0%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit
credential 7-8 2 50% 1 13%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 0 0% 3 38%

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits

NORTH CANAAN

competitive

BA or 308 u_cwn_.m ECE ..Hm.a#m

0 0%

AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 1 33% 0 0%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit

credential 7-8 1 33% 0 0%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 1 33% 2 50%

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits

NORTH HAVEN other o : i . ; - . ‘
BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 11-15 2 100% 1 20%
AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 0 0% 1 20%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit
credential 7-8 0 0% 0 0%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 0 0% 1 20%
Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits 1-5 0 0% 2 40%

NORWALK

priority

BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 11-15 27 23% 0 0%
AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 34 30% 5 12%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit

credential 10 24%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 9 22%

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits

41%

Connecticut Charts-A-Course Early Childhood Professional Registry
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Teachers

Assistant Teachers

City/Town Designation |Education and Training Career Ladder Level | Number | Percent | Number Percent
ORTLAND prowm o =1 — e et - T
i BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 11-15 0% 0 0%

AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 100% 0 0%

CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit

credential 7-8 0% 0 0%

CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 0% 0 0%

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits 0% 100%

PUTNAM

priority

BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 11-15 100% 0

AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 0% 4

CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit

credential 7-8 0% 1 14%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 0% 0 0%

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits

0%

29%

ROGERS

competitive

BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 11-15 100% 2 13%
AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 0% 0 0%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit

credential 7-8

CDA or 12 ECE credits 6

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits 1-5

SCOTLAND

competitive . ‘ ‘ : . :
BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 11-15 100% 2 67%
AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 0% 0 0%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit
credential 7-8 0% 0 0%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 0% 0 0%

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits

Connecticut Charts-A-Course Early Childhood Professional Registry

15



91

AJ1s18ay 1BUOISS21044 POOUPIIYD Aj4ET 3SIN0)-y-SHBYT) INJIIIBUUOY

m“_.__umh.U 3203 T 10 ¥ (3D B ueys 5597

%8T z %0 0 9 SUPaJ2 303 2T 40 vad
%0 0 %0 0 8—L [eluspaJ2

}paJo Qg Jo supaJd 303 T snid vad
%6 T %y T 0T-6 SHP3I2 303 ZT snjd Sy

%6 T

%98 9

SUPaJ2 373 7T snjd aJow 1o yg

annadwos

SOHNIEAS AHO33VY.LS

%0 0

%EE T S ¥ SUP3J2 3D3 21 40 WD) B UBUL $597
%0 4] %0 §] 9 5}ipa42 303 €T 10 VD
%0 0 %St T 8L |eizuapaJd

UpaID Q€ JO S)PaJ 323 ZT sn|d vad
%EE T %0 0 01-6 S3paJd 303 ZT snjd sy
%EE 1 %SL € ST-1t SUPa40 303 7T snjd aIow JQ vy

i3y30

NOLONIHLNOS

%0 0 %0 0 S-T SUpa.d 303 7T 40 YD € UBYL 5597
%05 T %0 0 9 SUPaJd 303 2T 40 vAD
%0 0 %00T T 8-L [elIUPRID
PB4 Qg 40 SUPRID 323 TT snid vad

%0 0 %0 0 01-6 SHPaJ2 3)3 ZT snjd sv
ST-TT SUPa42 3)3 ZT sn|d aJow 1o yg

%0 0

JEITET)

NOLTIHS

SHPaId 373 ZT 40 w3 B uey] sse

[4 %0 0 9 SUPaD 303 TT 40 vYaD

0 %0S T 8~£ |eizUBPALD

1p=J2 0€ Jo sUpaJ3 333 ZT snid vad

%0 0] %05 T 01-6 SHpaL 303 ZT snjd Sy
%0 0 %0 0 ST-11 S1IpaJ2 373 2T snjd 2Jow Jo vy

1U32134 ‘_wn.E:Z

Wa0Mdg | Joquunn

R

.nm>_m._ .._mn_wam.w_,, k_wu._l_mw

aanedwod

UNOWAIS

uoneusisaqg

$194JBa | JUBISISSY

siagoea]




Teachers

Assistant Teachers

City/Town ™

Designation

priority

Education and Training

STAMFORD

BA or more plus 12 ECE credits

Career Ladder Level

Percent

Number

Percent

AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 17 24% 2 3%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit

credential 7-8 39 55% 11 18%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 0 0% 25 42%

1-5

0%

32%

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits

STONINGTON

other

.m> or more plus 12 ECE credits

11-15 0 0% 0 0%
AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 0 0% 0 0%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit
credential 7-8 0 0% 0 0%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 0 0% 0 0%

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits

STORRS

competitive

mb.m.._. iomm plus “_.N mnm n_‘m&.\nw

13%

56% 2
AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 4 13% 3 19%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit
credential 7-8 25% 8] 0%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 6% 5 31%

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits

STRATFORD

competitive ‘
BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 11-15 3 27% 0 0%
AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 4 36% 1 7%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit
credential 7-8 1 9% 0] 0%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 2 18% 3 21%

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits

Connecticut Charts-A-Course Early Childhood Professional Registry
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Teachers

Assistant Teachers

City/Town °

Designation

VERNON

competitive

Education and Training

BA or more plus 12 ECE credits

nm«m.m_. Ladder _.m<.m_

11-15

Percent

"100%

Number

Percent

0%

AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 0 0% 1 33%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit

credential 7-8 0 0% 0 0%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 0 0% 1 33%

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits

VOLUNTOWN

other . ‘ . :
BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 11-15 1 100% 0 0%
AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 0 0% 0 0%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit
credential 7-8 0 0% 0 0%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 0 0% 1 33%
Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits 1-5 0 0% 2 67%

WALLINGFORD

BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 11- 50% 0 0%
AS plus 12 ECE credits 8-10 4 33% 0 0%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit

credential 7-8 8% 3 50%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 0% 1 17%
Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits 33%

priority

WATERBURY
BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 11-15 57 37% 3 3%
AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 37 24% i1 9%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit
credential 27%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 17%

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits

44%

Connecticut Charts-A-Course Early Childhood Professional Registry
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Teachers

Assistant Teachers

City/Town" ..

Designation

Education and Training

other

WETHERSFIELD

BA or more plus 12 ECE credits

Career Ladder Level

Number

Percent

WILLIMANTIC

11-15 2 50% 0 0%
AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 1 25% 3 60%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit
credential 7-8 0 0% 0 0%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 0 0% 0 0%
Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits 1-5 1 25%

2 40%

priority .
BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 11-15 4 67% c 0%
AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 2 33% 0 0%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit
credential 7-8 C 0 0%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 0 1 25%

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits

WINDHAM

priority

BA or more plus 12 ECE credits 11-15 11 £61% 2 13%
AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 1 6% 0 0%
CDA plus 12 ECE credits or 30 credit

credential 7-8 4 22% i 7%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 0 0% 2 13%

Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits

WINDSOR

competitive

BA or more plus 12 £CE credits 11-15 1 13% 0 0%
AS plus 12 ECE credits 9-10 1 13% 0 0%
CDA plus 12 £CE credits or 30 credit
credential 78 1 13% 8] 0%
CDA or 12 ECE credits 6 2 25% 2 67%
Less than a CDA or 12 ECE credits 3

e . TOTAI 8

Connecticut Charts-A-Course Early Childhood Professional Registry
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