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SB 278: AN ACT CONCERNING TRUANCY
HB 5318: AN ACT CONCERNING SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS
HB 5316: AN ACT CONCERNING ENROLLMENT IN ADULT EDUCATION

Senator Gaffey, Representative Fleischmann, and members of the Education Committee:
This testimony is submitted by Robert Francis, co-chair of the Connecticut Juvenile
Justice Alliance (Alliance) Steering Committee. The Alliance is a statewide, non-profit
organization that works to reduce the number of children and youth entering the juvenile
and criminal justice system, and advocates a safe, effective and fair system for those
involved.

One of the Connecticut’s most successful preventative efforts to divert youth from the
juvenile justice system is the Families With Services Needs (FWSN) system, which
provides a full array services to status offenders and their families. According to the
Judicial Branch, truancy accounts for about 40% of all FWSN referrals. School
success, including attendance, is a critical predictor in terms of long-term success in life,
including staying out of the juvenile and adult justice systems, It is crucial that we
identify youth who are truant early on in order to get them proper services to prevent
further absences and disengagement from school. We also need clear, accurate data on
truancy, as if is impossible to address a problem until it is defined. For these reasons, the
Alliance supports SB 278, which includes recommendations developed by the state’s
FWSN Advisory Board’s Truancy Subcommittee.

Since 2007, the FWSN Advisory Board has taken the lead in coordinating, supporting,
and organizing statewide truancy initiatives, which had previously been piecemeal and
isolated in their work. As of June 2010, this Advisory Board will cease to exist. It is
imperative that the SDE take on the responsibility of coordinating the statewide efforts to
reduce truancy. This coordination will help school districts ascertain what other districts
are doing to increase school attendance, and will facilitate collaboration amongst
programs aimed at achieving the same results. In addition, requiring the SDE to report on
truancy data and programs will result in increased accountability by school districts to
develop effective and creative ways to combat the problem of fruancy.

The Alliance also supports HB 5318, which will ensure that police officers stationed in
schools have resources to promote school safety and protect children’s educational
opportunities. A 2008 ACLU report' found that school-based arrests are on the rise,
and the majority of them are for non-violent offenses.

! Hard Lessons: School Resource Officer Programs and School-Based Arrests in Three Connecticut Towns, 2008 Report, ACLU.



Connecticut School Resource Officers (SROs) often receive very little training, leading to
confusion about their roles in schools and lack of a skill set on how to de-escalate
situations. It isn’t fair to put SROs in a situation where they are expected to deal with
adolescents without giving them the proper tools and training to do that job

well. Adolescents are different from adults and SROs should be specifically trained
regarding those differences and how they impact school policing. If SROs have effective
tools and choices other than arrest, they can help divert children from the juvenile justice
system, while still responding in an appropriate manner that will protect public safety.

It is also critical for schools and police departments to have very clear Memorandums of
Understanding to delineate the role of school resource officers in the school. The Alliance
supports an amendment recommended by the Center for Children’s Advocacy to include
that training be required by August 2011 and that MOUs be required by January 2012.

The Alliance supports HB 5316, which will prevent schools from inappropriately pushing
kids out of public high schools and into adult education, making them more apt to drop
out and / or enter the juvenile or criminal justice system.

Thank you for your time.

2470 Fairfield Avenue, Bridgeport CT 06605 203-579-2727 www.ctjja.org




