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Opposition fo Governor Rell’'s March 1, 2010 Deficit Mitigation Plan

Hartford Stage Company, an award winning and nationally recognized not-for-profit theatre
located in Hartford, Connecticut, voices strong opposition to the Governor's March 1, 2010 Deficit
Mitigation Plan. Over the past two years, Basic Cultural Resources Grants that support hundreds
of arts and culture organizations throughout the state have been drastically reduced. At Hartford
Stage, the General Operating Support grant we recelve through this program has aiready been
reduced by 70% for £Y2010 or approximately $85,000 — the equivalent of two full time positions.

The Govemnor's new Dedicit Mitigation Plan calls for a further 25% reduction in Basic Cultural
Resources Grants - in particular marketing and tourism grants that will be eliminated or reduced.
A joint proposal by Hartford Stage, the Mark Twain House and Museum, the Hartford Public .
Library and Connecticut Public Broadcasting for a collaborative marketing effort to celebrate the
life, legacy and home of Mark Twain, one of America’s most beloved authors, will NOT be funded
if the Deficit Mitigation Plan is approved, having a negafive impact on all organizations.

Furthermore, Proposed Senate Bilt No. 111 - AN ACT CONCERNING AN APPROPRIATION TO
THE COMMISSION ON THE ARTS FOR USE ON CAPITOL PROJECTS AT THE WARNER
THEATER to provide a grant to the Commission on the Arts to provide the Warner Theater
funding for capitol projects - seems il advised at a time when so many other arts organizations
are having their funding cut.

We understand the State Is facing a serious budget crisis and budget cuts are needed, but the
arts have already been subject to significant cuts. Arts organizations are already struggiing to
maintain programs in fight of these cuts from the state as weil as reductions in funding from the
hard hit corporate sector and individual patrons whose assets have been reduced in this
economic downturn.

Why is state funding for the arts at this time important?

The arts mean jobs for our state.

170,000 Jobs/10% of the Connecticut Labor Force come from culiure and tourism.

Add to that the impact of the arts in attracting businesses and aiding businesses in employee
recruitment, and it becomes obvious that the arts mean jobs for Connecticut.

The arts contribute {0 Connecticut's economy.

$14 Billion in Connecticut economic activity from culture & tourism activities annually

The arts generate over $3.8 billion in gross state product annually, including $2.6 billion in
personal income. .

The arts mean enjoyment and education for all of our State’s citizens.

This year, operating support grants funded organizations in 49 communities from Hartford to
Torrington to Bridgeport and New London. Granfees aré evaluated in a panel process not only
on their management and artistic guaiity, but also on their effectiveness in partnering with
community organizations and their programs serving Connecticut's most underserved and at-risk
citizens. Contrary to some misperceptions, those who benefit from the arts are not only the
privileged who can afford to pay their own way. Arts organizations throughout this state provide
programs for children, for senior citizens, for those with mental and physical disabilities, bringing
opportunities for learning and self-expression.

The arts mean quality of life for our citizens.
Across Connecticut, significant community fife and involvement are bultt around the arts. They

provide a positive place where community leaders, families, and citizens of all ages and races
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can meet, be engaged, and celebrate humanity. Not only are the arts important for our economic
well-being, but they are also vitally important for our social and emotional well-being.

State support for the arls provides leverage for all other sources of arts support.

On average, state support of arts organizations ranges from 2% to 10% of organizational
budgets. Commission on Culture and Tourism arts grants, with rare exceptions, require
recipients to match one doilar for every state dollar provided, and generally stimulate many times
more. The private sector further invests in local projects supported by the Commission.
Foundations, corporations and individuals look to CCT grantees as an indicator of excellence in
quality, management and effectiveness. In addition, federal dollars are committed only when
State funding exists. Without State funds, leverage for arts organizations all but ceases.

Few of us want o live in a State where quality of life is mediocre. A heaithy arts community is
critical to the vitality of our cities and towns. Families and executives looking fo relocate to a new
place not only look for good schoois, they seek a vibrant climate with ample and varied
opporiunities for entertainment and lifelong learning. Funding for the Commission on Cuiture and
Tourism is a small investment of our State government, which comes back to our citizens
exponentially in our quality of life in Connecticut. We support a state which is fiscally responsible
and prudent as well as one which values its people's creative spirit and artistic expression. We
urge the Legislature to maintain current funding for the Connecticut Commission for Culture and
Tourism. It is money very well invested.

Thank you for the opportunity to voice my opposition to this bill.
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