Prasident

Diane Aubin

The Arc of New London County
Norwich

First Vice President

Imelda Renc

The Arc of Farmington Valiey
Canton

Second Vice President

Barry Shefte!

The Arc of Meriden-Wallingford
Meriden

Secretary

Lor Baer

The Arc of Litchfield County
Torrington

Treasurer
Anthony Recck
Futures, Inc.
Middietown

Immediate Post President
Ken Cholewinski

SARAH Seneca

Guilforct

Contributions are
tax-deductible

Advocates for people with infellectual disabilities
and related developmental disabilities

43 Woodland Street, Suite 260, Hartford, CT 06105
Telephone: 860-246-6400 Facsimile: 860-246-6406
Weabsite: www.arcofct.org

Execuiive Director
Lynn C. Warner

March 5, 2010

Testimony before The Appropriations Committee

SB 355 AN ACT CONCERNING CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENTS REQUIRED BY THE DEPARTMENT
OF DEVELOPMENTAL SERVICES.

by
Leslie Simoes, Assistant Executive Director/The Are of
Connecticut

Good morning Senator Harp, Representative Geragosian, and
Members of the Appropriations Committee. My name is Leslie
Simoes and I am the Assistant Executive Director of The Arc of
Connecticut, a 58-year-old statewide advocacy organization for
individuals with intellectual disabilities and their families. We
have 23 local chapters that provide supports, services, and
advocacy for individuals with intellectual disabilities throughout
Connecticut.

I am here this afternoon to testify in favor of:
SB 355 AN ACT CONCERNING CAPITAL

IMPROVEMENTS REQUIRED BY THE DEPARTMENT
OF DEVELOPMENTAL SERVICES.

Subsection (a) of section 17b-244 of the 2010 supplement to the
general statutes discusses room and board rates paid to private
providers including private providers who provide services for
persons with developmental disabilities. SB 355 amends this
statute so a “higher rate can be paid to providers if capitol
improvement required by the Commissioner of Developmental
Services for the health or safety of the residents made to the
facility during the fiscal years ending June 30, 2010 or June 30,
20117
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The Arc of Connecticut supports this amendment for a variety of reasons, Specifically
because providers are not often reimbursed for costs of improvements made to their
facilities but the providers do the improvements because it is necessary for the well-being
and quality of life for those they support. This amendment will go a long way assisting
providers with needed fiscal expenditures and those saved dollars could, in turn, be used
to make the lives of individuals they serve better,



