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iue Hessel Thank you, Senaror Harp, Representative Geragosian and members of the Appropriations
ancy Hutsom, PhD. ; A e
Jeannette ckavics, Bh.D. Committer, My name is Gretchen Raffa, Pm from New Britain CT, and I am also here
Valrin Selling Jcobs representing Planned Parenthood of Southern New England, which would liteto add its
Rev. Marle LaSla vaice to those urging preservation of the Permanent Commissior ogt the Status of Women
Borna Mol {PCSWY. For 36 years, as long as [ bave been alive, the PCSW has been & permanent voice
john Morton, M.D, in eur government advocating for the most uzgent issues facing women. [am proud 1o live
sharnot Perty in a State committed to advancing the status of women.
Rlthard Sugarman
payld wodln, .2 For me, the PCSW is more than 2 state commission; itis where I started my professional
Kanehe sworthington journey 12 years ago, working at PCSW under a Non-Traditional Employment for

Womes Grant. Fresh out of UCean with my Women's Studies degree, I was ecstatic to
otk with the PCSW and to learn first hand the important role it plays in closing the gap
on pender inequality in our state.
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Liz ard km Chace Today, In my role as Cornmunity Qrganizer for Planned Parentho ed of Southern New
Rosatie Fain England, I have a new relationship and admiration for the PCSW as a stronf, necessary
Francirie . Geldstein and ever present voice in promoting reproductive jusiice. 1am proud and grateful zo have
f:l;f;;rﬁ;iﬁmgs . worked with the PCSW in 2007 to pass the Compassionate Care for Rape Victins kgisla-
Rh— ) tion to ensure that wemen who have survived sexual assault have access 1o emergency
Soaphen and S Sande contraception in all Cormectiot hospitals.
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Rabbi 2oban Oriand Onr state has been a national leader on reproductive rights and the PCSW has played a
Sarah felrecke Rlchardson cracial role in advocating to improve health care access for women and girks including
:‘:&;Z‘:ﬁ?&; wa access to a full range of Teproductive health services at hospitats considering merger or
Bersy pussall affliation with another fnstization. 1t has been the PCSW thar, because of its legislative
ARNE Sheffer mandate, has been granted the legal status to intervene in several of these situations. Asa
Joan L ety result, foll reproductive health services at Institutions like Sharon Hospital have been

Chis VanAlDutg preserved.
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Joan Matber ¥iaruig Currently 21.1% of femate-headed famities in CT live below the poverty line, and that
bosnine Yodcheans qumber will rise as the crisis escalates, More women will lack access to affordable health-
reshaent & CE care and insurance, good jobs, an adequate paycheck, and affordable housing, The

sy Tbar struggles women face today are real, often smavoidable arud debilitating because of the

discrimination we stiif face. The PCSW is the volce for alf seormien in Connecticut. Without
it, the most vulnerable population of women may be silenced.

As long as women in Cormecticut are being eppressed based on their pender, the work of

Aamindstrathve Headquartecs the Permanent Comumission on the Status of Women it not done. | urge you to continug &

i‘:i“:;:?f:;:‘;"; fund the PCSW so that they can continug to promote and advocate for the best policies
. 2o 86EEE 5 and laws that directly impact women and their families. Iam just one Connecticut
" woman whois here to sy that F deserve full equalify in our siate and I am tharskfil that
491 Polnt Street throughout nsy life the PCSW has been fghting on my hebalf.
providence, Ri ozpo3
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Provlding snswers, Honodng cholces. Creatlng hope.
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