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Good evening Senator Harp, Representative Geragosian, and members of the Appropriations
Committee. My name is Olive Flynn and | reside in the City of Hartford. I am honored to be here today to
speak about the importance of the CT Wage Program for adults pursuing their degree.

After receiving my Associates Degree in May 2007, | decided then that | could not stop there and needed
to continue to pursue my lifelong dream of earning a B. S. degree and also to set an example for my
children. I know that earning a Bachelor’s degree would provide me with many opportunities to move
up the career ladder at my present employer. My family was financially strapped and, as such, | know i
could not afford to pay for my postsecondary education, '

Charter Oak State College utilizes the CT WAGE program to support low income students to earn their
degrees. | had heard about the program through a friend and consequently contacted Delores Bell who
is the Coordinator of special programs at Charter Oak State College in July 2007. After meeting with
Delores, she informed me that | was eligible for the program and | quickly signed up for classes.

This journey has not been an easy one for me. While pursuing my degree, | was faced with many
obstacles including having to work two jobs to support my family. Delores has been a great source of
help and strength and has helped me to focus on the goal of achieving my degree through this difficult
period of my life. In spite of all the difficulties | have had to overcome, | can happily say that | am looking
forward to graduating this spring and | am now contemplating graduate school.

| believe that the CT WAGE program is necessary in meeting the educational needs of married
individuals in Connecticut who might want to go back to school but cannot afford it. As we all know,
everyone is a heneficiary from an investment in education — our local economy, our employers, our
communities, and our families — and we get to beam with confidence and pride for the achievements we
have made.

| would like to thank everyone for their hard work in ensuring that the educational needs of Connecticut
individuals are met by providing the CT WAGE grant that individuals like me could get the opportunity to
further my education. | hope that parents like me can use my accomplishments at Charter Oak to inspire
and encourage them to further their education.



