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Good afternoon Senator DeFronzo, Representative Guerrera and distinguished members of the
Transportation Committee. My name is David Wilcox, [ am an Emergency Physician, and [ am
here on behalf of the Connecticut College of Emergency Physicians (CCEP) to testify in favor of
H.B. 5033, An Act Requiring the Installation and Use of Seat Safety Belts on School Buses.

Emergency Physicians across our state stand on the frontline treating patients of devastating
accidents with serious life threatening conditions that often times could have been prevented. In
vehicle accidents, there is no doubt that seatbelts save lives and reduce the magnitude of injuries.
By restraining people in their seats during vehicle crashes, many injuries and deaths can be
avoided.

Our national organization, the American College of Emergency Physicians (ACEP), initially
endorsed seatbelts on school buses in 1983, and has periodically reiterated this endorsement
since that time. Most recently, the ACEP Council passed a resolution at its 2009 fall meeting to
endorse, support, and advocate that the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) mandate the provision and endorse the use of appropriate restraint devices on school
buses.

In addition to ACEP, other medical organizations supporting seat belts on school buses include
the American Medical Association, American Academy of Pediatrics, American Academy of
Orthopedic Surgeons, American College of Preventive Medicine, and Physicians for Automotive
Safety.

Six states, encompassing one third of the US population, have already passed laws on school bus
safety belts, and many other states are considering similar bills.

NHTSA acknowledges the safety benefit of seat belts, and already requires seat belts on “small”
school buses < 10,000 pounds, but has declined to provide this protection to children on “large”
school buses > 10,000 pounds. This is an unfortunate discrepancy leaving 80% of children on
school buses at risk.

Although it is well documented that school buses are a safe mode of transportation, the
introduction of seatbelts on all school buses will only improve the physical safety of our school
children. The American Academy of Pediatrics also envisions additional potential benefits



including improving student behavior, reducing opportunity for bullying, and reducing other
distracting behaviors impacting driver attention.

The most common negative comments concerning school bus seat belts surround installation
costs and usage enforcement, as these issues were similarly raised over the vears for cars, trucks,
most vehicles and small school buses. These issues have been addressed for other vehicles in the
past, so what is the message we are sending to the 80% of school children transported by large
school buses? Seat belts are worthwhile some of the time, but not all of the time?

Despite costs and required usage training, we now have protective equipment for virtually any
endeavor engendering any risk. Despite the relatively smail number of accidents in comparison
to the total number of participants, we accept the costs and training to prevent injuries and death.
The one death and the multiple other injuries in the tragic Rocky Hill school bus accident could
have been avoided if the children had been restrained in their seats by seat belts and had not been
allowed to become projectiles thrown around the careening school bus. We failed to provide
them available protection and they have become unfortunate statistics.

We appreciate your time, understanding and consideration of this issue. The Connecticut
College of Emergency Physicians urges passage of TL.I3. 5033, An Act Requiring the Installation
and Use of Seat Safety Belts on (all) School Buses (small and large).



