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Referred to Committee on Education

Introduced by:
(ED)

AN ACT CONCERNING REVISIONS TO THE ACCOUNTABILITY
STATUTES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

1 Section 1. Section 10-223e of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2010):

N

(a) In conformance with the No Child Left Behind Act, P.L. 107-110,
the Commissioner of Education shall prepare a state-wide education
accountability plan, consistent with federal law and regulation. Such
plan shall identify the schools and districts in need of improvement,

require the development and implementation of improvement plans
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and utilize rewards and consequences.

9 (b) Public schools identified by the State Board of Education
10  pursuant to section 10-223b of the general statutes, revision of 1958,
11  revised to January 1, 2001, as schools in need of improvement shall: (1)
12 Continue to be identified as schools in need of improvement, and
13  continue to operate under school improvement plans developed
14  pursuant to said section 10-223b through June 30, 2004; (2) on or before
15 February 1, 2003, be evaluated by the local board of education and
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determined to be making sufficient or insufficient progress; (3) if found
to be making insufficient progress by a local board of education, be
subject to a new remediation and organization plan developed by the
local board of education; (4) continue to be eligible for available federal
or state aid; (5) beginning in February, 2003, be monitored by the
Department of Education for adequate yearly progress, as defined in
the state accountability plan prepared in accordance with subsection
(a) of this section; and (6) be subject to rewards and consequences as

defined in said plan.

(c) (1) Any school or school district identified as in need of
improvement pursuant to subsection (a) of this section and requiring
corrective action pursuant to the requirements of the No Child Left
Behind Act, P.L. 107-110, shall be designated and listed as a low
achieving school or school district and shall be subject to intensified

supervision and direction by the State Board of Education.

(2) Notwithstanding any provision of this title or any regulation
adopted pursuant to said statutes, except as provided in subdivision
(3) of this subsection, in carrying out the provisions of subdivision (1)
of this subsection, the State Board of Education shall take any of the
following actions to improve student performance and remove the
school or district from the list of schools or districts designated and
listed as a low achieving school or district pursuant to said subdivision
(1), and to address other needs of the school or district: (A) Require an
operations audit to identify possible programmatic savings and an
instructional audit to identify any deficits in curriculum and
instruction or in the learning environment of the school or district; (B)
require the local or regional board of education for such school or
district to use state and federal funds for critical needs, as directed by
the State Board of Education; (C) provide incentives to attract highly
qualified teachers and principals; (D) direct the transfer and
assignment of teachers and principals; (E) require additional training
and technical assistance for parents and guardians of children

attending the school or a school in the district and for teachers,
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principals, and central office staff members hired by the district; (F)
require the local or regional board of education for the school or
district to implement model curriculum, including, but not limited to,
recommended textbooks, materials and supplies approved by the

Department of Education; (G) require the local or regional board of

education for the school or district to implement the high school

eraduation requirements described in subsection (g) of this section; (H)

require the local or regional board of education for the school or

district to collect information for each student, beginning in grade six,

that records such student's career and academic choices in grades six to

twelve, inclusive; (I) require the local or regional board of education

for the school or district to conduct examinations at the end of the

school vear for the following courses: (i) Algebra I, (ii) geometry, (iii)

biology, (iv) American history, and (v) grade ten English; () require

the local or regional board of education for the school or district to

adopt an adolescent literary and dropout prevention program for

students in grades six to twelve, inclusive; (K) identify schools for

reconstitution, as may be phased in by the commissioner, as state or
local charter schools, schools established pursuant to section 10-74g, or
schools based on other models for school improvement, or for
management by an entity other than the local or regional board of
education for the district in which the school is located; [(H)] (L) direct
the local or regional board of education for the school or district to
develop and implement a plan addressing deficits in achievement and
in the learning environment as recommended in the instructional
audit; [(I)] (M) assign a technical assistance team to the school or
district to guide school or district initiatives and report progress to the
Commissioner of Education; [(J)] (N) establish instructional and
learning environment benchmarks for the school or district to meet as
it progresses toward removal from the list of low achieving schools or
districts; [(K)] (O) provide funding to any proximate district to a
district designated as a low achieving school district so that students in
a low achieving district may attend public school in a neighboring
district; [(L)] (P) direct the establishment of learning academies within
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schools that require continuous monitoring of student performance by
teacher groups; [(M)] (Q) require local and regional boards of
education to (i) undergo training to improve their operational
efficiency and effectiveness as leaders of their districts' improvement
plans, and (ii) submit an annual action plan to the Commissioner of
Education outlining how, when and in what manner their effectiveness
shall be monitored; or [(N)] (R) any combination of the actions

described in this subdivision or similar, closely related actions.

(3) If a directive of the State Board of Education pursuant to
subparagraph (C), (D), (E) or [(L)] (P) of subdivision (2) of this
subsection or a directive to implement a plan pursuant to
subparagraph [(H)] (L) of said subdivision affects working conditions,
such directive shall be carried out in accordance with the provisions of
sections 10-153a to 10-153n, inclusive.

(4) The Comptroller shall, pursuant to the provisions of section 10-
262i, withhold any grant funds that a town is otherwise required to
appropriate to a local or regional board of education due to low
academic achievement in the school district pursuant to section 10-
262h. Said funds shall be transferred to the Department of Education
and shall be expended by the department on behalf of the identified
school district. Said funds shall be used to implement the provisions of
subdivision (2) of this subsection and to offset such other local
education costs that the Commissioner of Education deems
appropriate to achieve school improvements. These funds shall be
awarded by the commissioner to the local or regional board of
education for such identified school district upon condition that said
funds shall be spent in accordance with the directives of the

commissioner.

(d) The State Board of Education shall monitor the progress of each
school or district designated as a low achieving school or district
pursuant to subdivision (1) of subsection (c) of this section and provide

notice to the local or regional board of education for each such school
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or district of the school or district's progress toward meeting the
benchmarks established by the State Board of Education pursuant to
subsection (c) of this section. If a district fails to make acceptable
progress toward meeting such benchmarks established by the State
Board of Education and fails to make adequate yearly progress
pursuant to the requirements of the No Child Left Behind Act, P.L.
107-110, for two consecutive years while designated as a low achieving
school district, the State Board of Education, after consultation with the
Governor and chief elected official or officials of the district, may
request that the General Assembly enact legislation authorizing that
control of the district be reassigned to the State Board of Education or

other authorized entity.

(e) Any school district or elementary school after two successive
years of failing to make adequate yearly progress shall be designated
as a low achieving school district or school and shall be evaluated by
the Commissioner of Education. After such evaluation, the
commissioner may require that such school district or school provide
full-day kindergarten classes, summer school, extended school day,
weekend classes, tutorial assistance to its students or professional
development to its administrators, principals, teachers and
paraprofessional teacher aides if (1) on any subpart of the third grade
state-wide mastery examination, thirty per cent or more of the students
in any subgroup, as defined by the No Child Left Behind Act, P.L. 107-
110, do not achieve the level of proficiency or higher, or (2) the
commissioner determines that it would be in the best educational
interests of the school or the school district to have any of these
programs. In ordering any educational program authorized by this
subsection, the commissioner may limit the offering of the program to
the subgroup of students that have failed to achieve proficiency as
determined by this subsection, those in particular grades or those who
are otherwise at substantial risk of educational failure. The costs of
instituting the ordered educational programs shall be borne by the
identified low achieving school district or the school district in which

an identified low achieving school is located. The commissioner shall
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not order an educational program that costs more to implement than
the total increase in the amount of the grant that a town receives
pursuant to section 10-262i in any fiscal year above the prior fiscal

year.

(f) The Commissioner of Education shall conduct a study, within the
limits of the capacity of the Department of Education to perform such
study, of academic achievement of individual students over time as
measured by performance on the state-wide mastery examination in
grades three to eight, inclusive. If this study evidences a pattern of
continuous and substantial growth in educational performance on said
examinations for individual students, then the commissioner may
determine that the school district or elementary school shall not be
subject to the requirements of subsection (e) of this section, but shall
still comply with the requirements of the No Child Left Behind Act,
P.L. 107-110, if applicable.

(2) (1) Commencing with classes graduating in 2018, and for each

craduating class thereafter, provided the Department of Education

secures federal funding in accordance with the provisions of

subdivision (2) of this subsection, no local or regional board of

education for a school district in need of improvement or a high school

in need of improvement shall permit any student to graduate from

high school or grant a diploma to any student who has not

satisfactorily completed a minimum of twenty-five credits, including

not fewer than: (A) Nine credits in the humanities, including not fewer

than (i) four credits in English, including composition; (ii) three credits

in social studies, including at least one credit in American history and

at least one-half credit in civics and American government; (iii) one

credit in fine arts; and (iv) one credit in a humanities elective; (B) eight

credits in science, technology, engineering and mathematics, including

not fewer than (i) four credits in mathematics, including algebra I,

geometry, and algebra Il or probability and statistics; (ii) three credits

in science, including at least one credit in life science and at least one

credit in physical science; and (iii) one credit in a science, technology,
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engineering and mathematics elective; (C) three and one-half credits in

career and life skills, including not fewer than (i) one credit in physical

education; (ii) one-half credit in comprehensive health education,

subject to the provisions of subsection (g) of this section; and (iii) two

credits in career and life skills electives, such as career and technical

education, English as a second language, community service, personal

finance, public speaking and nutrition and physical activity; (D) two

credits in world languages, subject to the provisions of subdivision (2)

of subsection (e) of section 10-221a, as amended by this act; and (E) a

one credit senior demonstration project. Local and regional boards of

education shall provide alternate means for a student to complete any

high school graduation requirement pursuant to this subsection if such

student is unable to satisfactorily complete any of the courses required

pursuant to this subsection and allow students to attend a public

institution of higher education pursuant to subdivision (4) of

subsection (e) of section 10-221a, as amended by this act.

(2) Not later than October 1, 2010, the Department of Education
shall apply for federal economic stimulus funds available pursuant to
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, P.L. 111-5, or
any other federal grant program, in an amount, as determined by the

Commissioner of Education, that is at least sufficient to implement the

changes to the requirements for a student to graduate from high school

or to be granted a diploma, as set forth in the provisions of subdivision

(1) of this subsection. If the department is unable to secure such

funding under said American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009,

or any other federal grant program, the provisions of subdivision (1) of

this subsection shall not apply until the department has sufficient

funds to implement changes to the requirements for a student to

craduate from high school or be granted a diploma, as set forth in

subdivision (1) of this subsection.

Sec. 2. Section 10-221a of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2010):
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(a) For classes graduating from 1988 to 2003, inclusive, no local or
regional board of education shall permit any student to graduate from
high school or grant a diploma to any student who has not
satisfactorily completed a minimum of twenty credits, not fewer than
four of which shall be in English, not fewer than three in mathematics,
not fewer than three in social studies, not fewer than two in science,
not fewer than one in the arts or vocational education and not fewer

than one in physical education.

(b) [Commencing] Except as provided in subsection (g) of section

10-223e, with classes graduating in 2004, and for each graduating class

thereafter, no local or regional board of education shall permit any
student to graduate from high school or grant a diploma to any
student who has not satisfactorily completed a minimum of twenty
credits, not fewer than four of which shall be in English, not fewer than
three in mathematics, not fewer than three in social studies, including
at least a one-half credit course on civics and American government,
not fewer than two in science, not fewer than one in the arts or

vocational education and not fewer than one in physical education.

(c) Any student who presents a certificate from a physician stating
that, in the opinion of the physician, participation in physical
education is medically contraindicated because of the physical
condition of such student, shall be excused from the physical
education requirement, provided the credit for physical education may
be fulfilled by an elective.

(d) Determination of eligible credits shall be at the discretion of the
local or regional board of education, provided the primary focus of the
curriculum of eligible credits corresponds directly to the subject matter
of the specified course requirements. The local or regional board of
education may permit a student to graduate during a period of
expulsion pursuant to section 10-233d, if the board determines the
student has satisfactorily completed the necessary credits pursuant to

this section. The requirements of this section shall apply to any student
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requiring special education pursuant to section 10-76a, except when
the planning and placement team for such student determines the
requirement not to be appropriate. For purposes of this section, a
credit shall consist of not less than the equivalent of a forty-minute
class period for each school day of a school year except for a credit or
part of a credit toward high school graduation earned at an institution
accredited by the Department of Higher Education or regionally
accredited.

(e) Only courses taken in grades nine through twelve, inclusive,
shall satisfy this graduation requirement, except that a local or regional
board of education may grant a student credit (1) toward meeting a
specified course requirement upon the successful completion in grade
seven or eight of any course, the primary focus of which corresponds
directly to the subject matter of a specified course requirement in
grades nine to twelve, inclusive; (2) toward meeting the high school

graduation requirement upon the successful completion of a world

language course (A) in grade six, seven or eight, (B) through on-line

coursework, or (C) offered privately through a nonprofit provider,

provided such student achieves a passing grade on an examination
prescribed, within available appropriations, by the Commissioner of
Education and such credits do not exceed four; (3) toward meeting the
high school graduation requirement upon achievement of a passing
grade on a subject area proficiency examination identified and
approved, within available appropriations, by the Commissioner of
Education, regardless of the number of hours the student spent in a
public school classroom learning such subject matter; or (4) toward
meeting the high school graduation requirement upon the successful
completion of coursework at an institution accredited by the
Department of Higher Education or regionally accredited. One three-
credit semester course, or its equivalent, at such an institution shall

equal one-half credit for purposes of this section.

(f) A local or regional board of education may offer one-half credit

in community service which, if satisfactorily completed, shall qualify
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for high school graduation credit pursuant to this section, provided
such community service is supervised by a certified school
administrator or teacher and consists of not less than fifty hours of
actual service that may be performed at times when school is not
regularly in session and not less than ten hours of related classroom
instruction. For purposes of this section, community service does not
include partisan political activities. The State Board of Education shall
assist local and regional boards of education in meeting the

requirements of this section.

(g) A local or regional board of education may award a diploma to a
veteran of World War II, pursuant to section 27-103, who left high
school prior to graduation in order to serve in the armed forces of the
United States and did not receive a diploma as a consequence of such

service.

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section 1 July 1, 2010 10-223e

Sec. 2 July 1, 2010 10-221a

Statement of Purpose:

To amend the accountability statute for schools and districts in need of
improvement by allowing the State Board of Education to require the
local or regional board of education for such schools or districts to
adopt new high school graduation requirements, collect student
information regarding career and academic choices, and to conduct
examinations at the end of the school year for certain courses.

[Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets. Proposed additions are indicated by underline,
except that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a section of a bill or resolution is new, it is
not underlined.]
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