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Referred to Committee on Government Administration and
Elections

Introduced by:
(GAE)

AN ACT CONCERNING ABSENTEE VOTING BY MEMBERS OF THE
MILITARY AND BY CITIZENS LIVING ABROAD.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

1 Section 1. Section 9-158b of the general statutes is amended by

N

adding subsection (c) as follows (Effective from passage):

(NEW) (c) Each citizen of the United States born outside of the
United States who is at least eighteen years of age, whose parent or
guardian was a bona fide resident of a town in this state immediately
prior to moving outside the United States, who is not registered to vote
and is not voting in any other state or election district of a state or

territory or in any territory or possession of the United States, who has
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a valid passport or card of identity and registration issued under the
10  authority of the Secretary of State of the United States or alternative
11  form of identification and who has not forfeited such citizen's electoral
12 privileges because of a disfranchising crime, shall be eligible to vote
13 pursuant to this section. Such citizen may vote in federal elections in
14 the town in this state in which the citizen's parent or guardian

15 formerly resided immediately prior to the parent's or guardian's

LCO No. 1889 {D:\Conversion\Tob\n\2010HB-05442-R00-HB.doc } 10of5



Raised Bill No. 5442

16
17

18
19
20

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

31
32
33

34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43

44
45

departure from the United States, in the manner provided in sections
9-158c to 9-158m, inclusive.

Sec. 2. Subsection (b) of section 9-17 of the general statutes is

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from
passage):

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this section,
the registrars of voters shall hold a limited session on the last week day
before each regular election from nine o'clock a.m. to [twelve o'clock

noon] five o'clock p.m. for the purpose of admitting only those persons

whose qualifications as to age, citizenship or residence in the
municipality were attained after the last session for the admission of
electors prior to an election. The registrars shall enter the names of
those electors admitted at such limited session on the proper list, with
their residences by street and numbers, if any, before one o'clock p.m.

of such last week day before the election.

Sec. 3. Subsection (b) of section 9-140 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from

passage):

(b) A municipal clerk may transmit an application to a person under

this subsection by facsimile machine or other electronic means. If a

municipal clerk has a facsimile machine or other electronic means, an

applicant may return a completed application to the clerk by such a
machine or device, provided the applicant shall also mail the original
of the completed application to the clerk, either separately or with the
absentee ballot that is issued to the applicant. If the clerk does not
receive such original application by the close of the polls on the day of
the election, primary or referendum, the absentee ballot shall not be
counted.

Sec. 4. Section 9-153e of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):
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A member of the armed forces who is an elector or an applicant for
admission as an elector, or the member's spouse or dependent if living
where such member is stationed, may apply before a regular election
for a blank absentee ballot to vote for all offices being contested at the
election. The clerk shall make such ballots available for this purpose
beginning not earlier than ninety days before the election. Application
shall be made upon a form prescribed by the Secretary of the State or
on the federal postcard application form provided pursuant to the
Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act, 100 Stat. 924,
42 USC 1973ff et seq., as amended from time to time, or any other
applicable law and shall be issued only if the applicant states that due
to military contingencies the regular application procedure, as set forth

in section 9-140, as amended by this act, cannot be followed. Upon

receipt of the application, the municipal clerk shall issue the ballot

either by mail or electronic means, which shall be prescribed and

[printed] provided by the Secretary of the State, and a list of the offices
to be voted upon indicating the number of individuals for which each
elector may vote. As soon as a complete list of nominated candidates,
including the party designations of such candidates, and questions is
available, the clerk shall send such list to each applicant. If the list of
candidates and questions is not available when the ballot is issued, the
clerk shall include a statement indicating that such list shall be mailed
as soon as it becomes available. The ballot shall permit the elector to
vote by writing in the names of specific candidates and offices for

which he is voting. The elector may also vote on the questions in a

manner prescribed by the Secretary of the State. If such ballot is issued

by electronic means, the clerk shall include a certification prescribed by

the Secretary of the State that the elector shall be required to complete,

sign and return with the completed ballot in order for such ballot to be

counted. If the military contingency no longer exists, application for an
additional ballot for all offices may be made pursuant to the provisions
of section 9-153b.

Sec. 5. Section 9-153f of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):
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Notwithstanding the provisions of section 9-140, as amended by this

act, any elector who is living, or expects to be living or traveling before
and on election day, outside the territorial limits of the several states of
the United States and the District of Columbia and any member of the
armed forces who is an elector or an applicant for admission as an
elector, or the member's spouse or dependent if living where such
member is stationed, may apply for a blank absentee ballot to vote for
all offices being contested at an election or primary. Application shall
be made upon a form prescribed by the Secretary of the State or on the
federal postcard application form provided pursuant to the Uniformed
and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act, 100 Stat. 924, 42 USC
1973ff et seq., as amended from time to time, or any other applicable
law. The municipal clerk receiving such an application shall, as soon as
a complete list of candidates and questions to be voted upon at such

election or primary becomes available, issue the ballot either by mail or

electronic means, which shall be the blank ballot prescribed and

[printed] provided by the Secretary of the State under section 9-153e,
as_amended by this act. The clerk shall include with the ballot a

complete list of the offices to be voted upon, the number of individuals

for which each elector may vote, the candidates, and, in the case of an
election, the party designation of each candidate and questions to be

voted upon. If such ballot is issued by electronic means, the clerk shall

include a certification prescribed by the Secretary of the State that the

elector shall be required to complete, siecn and return with the

completed ballot in order for such ballot to be counted. If application

for an absentee ballot is made at the time of availability of regular

absentee ballots as provided in [said] section 9-140, as amended by this

act, the provisions of [said] section 9-140, as amended by this act, shall

prevail. [The] Except as otherwise provided in this section, the

procedures governing the issuance of ballots under this section shall
conform as nearly as may be to the procedures provided in [said]

section 9-140, as amended by this act.
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This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section 1 from passage 9-158b

Sec. 2 from passage 9-17(b)

Sec. 3 from passage 9-140(b)

Sec. 4 from passage 9-153e

Sec. 5 from passage 9-153f

Statement of Purpose:
To amend statutes in conformance with the federal Military and
Overseas Voter Empowerment Act.

[Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets. Proposed additions are indicated by underline,
except that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a section of a bill or resolution is new, it is
not underlined.]
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