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HB 5344 AAC THE NONDISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION REGARDING PERSONS ARRESTED
FOR DOMESTIC VIOLENCE.

The Department of Public Safety opposes this bill.

This bill would prohibit police departments from releasing the names of persons arrested for
domestic violence.

As a preliminary matter, passage of the bill would conflict with the Department of Public
Safety’s obligations pursuant to CGS section 1-215, which makes any record of the arrest of
any person, other than a juvenile, (except a record erased pursuant to chapter 961a,} a public
record from the time of such arrest.

Additionally, the bill raises the question of whether it is intended to restrict disclosure of the’
conviction history record which is also public information. The General Assembly has created
a body of law authorizing the use of criminal history record information for non criminal
justice purposes. Passage of this bill could prevent disclosure of the violent history of
someone applying for a position caring for children.
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