Testimony from Emilia Gilbert

Fairfield, CT

February, 2010

Committee on Labor and Public Employees in support of SB 63 for Paid Sick Days.

I ask you to please support paid sick days legislation this year. ] am a bus driver
without paid sick days, so when | am sick [ have to go to work if I want to keep up
with my bilis.

[ recently had to take a whole week off without pay to deal with a medical problem
with my nose and tooth. Not only did [ have to deal with the stresses of my medical
problems but | also had to deal with the stresses [ was faced with for not going to
work and not being paid that week.

Like many Americans, | have incurred medical debt. I am currently battling a lawsuit
by a Hospital because | have inadequate health insurance to cover necessary
procedures. | cannot afford legal help so I have to do some of the legal work myself.
This has caused me a lot of stress and [ have to pay expensive legal fees. My blood
pressure is sky high because of the recent legal problems and on top of that, [ have
to deal my boss getting upset with me for missing work. It would be easier if I could
rely on my pay, go to doctor appointments occasionally, and just take care of myself.

Since I do not have paid sick days I have to go to work when [ am sick anyway to
cover my legal expenses. For example, a couple weeks ago [ had a stomach virus and
took half the day off. I couldn’t afford to take the whoie day off, so when I went to
work the bus was ice cold, because the bus was not running long enough. So I had to
drive the kids in a cold bus.

Bus drivers such as myself are responsible for a lot of kids everyday, therefore it is
particularly important for us to have paid sick days so that we don’t get the kids sick
and we are not driving while sick.

I ask you to please support paid sick days, working families need them because
many people cannot afford to take a day off to recover from sicknesses. Thank you
for your attention to this issue.




