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Senator McDonald, Representative Lawlor, and members of the Judiciary Committee, my name is Becky Petersen, |

and | am a state certified Sexual Assault Crisis Counselor/ Advocate for the New Britain Sexual Assault Crisis
Service, a program of the YWCA New Britain. | am writing in full support of HB 5473 AN ACT CONCERNING
ACTIONS TO RECOVER DAMAGES FOR SEXUAL ABUSE, SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OR SEXUAL ASSAULT
OF A MINOR. The YWCA New Britain provides services to all towns in Hartford County plus Plymouth and part of
Tolland County, including responding directiy to 14 hospitals throughout the state.

As an adult advocate who has counseled and advocated for many adult survivors of child sexual assault, | have
seen first hand, the emotional devastation that survivors experience when they realize that they are not able to seek
justice due to the statue of limitations running out. There are a so many reasons why survivors of childhood sexual
assauit do not disclose their abuse as soon as it occurs. Survivors of childhood sexual assault often experience a
great deal of fears, which include, but are not limited to: fear of not being believed, fear of being blamed for the
abuse, fear of being removed from one's family, and fear that one will be harmed by the perpetrator. In addition,
survivors of childhood sexual assault often feel a deep sense of guilt, shame, and confusion, and frequently blame
themselves for the abuse. These feelings can be debilitating to a survivor and greatly contribute to a survivor
choosing to not report their assault.

The effects of sexual assault are incredibly destructive, and many survivors of childhood sexual assault suffer from
them for a very long time. The development of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and other mental illnesses, as well
as substance abuse issues, eating disorders, suicidal ideationfattempts, and self-harm, are just a few of the many
consequences of sexual assault. These factors can greatly contribute to a survivor waiting to report their crime,
From my experience working with adult survivors of childhood sexual assault, many survivors who are experiencing
these incapacitating problems require many years to work through them, before being able to feel empowered and
stable enough to report their abuse.

In closing, sexual assault is a devastating crime — an attack on the body and the human spirit. Survivors of this
horrendous crime deserve to be able to seek justice for what was done to them. Disclosing to anyone, let alone law
enforcement, that one was sexually assaulted is an extremely difficult process. A survivor should not feel pressure
to disclose within a certain timeframe, and should have the right to seek justice whenever the survivor determines
that she or he is ready to do so. | urge you to please consider the needs and rights of sexual assault survivors and
to support the elimination of the statute of limitations for child sexual abuse cases.

Thank you for your consideration.



