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Thank you Senator Doyle, Representative Walker and members of the Human Services
Committee for this opportunity to address Senate Bill 316, An Act Concerning the
Establishment of a Commission on Nonprofit Health and Human Services. Planned
Parenthood of Southern New England is the largest provider of reproductive health care
and family planning services in Connecticut and Rhode Island. We serve around 70,000
patients each year, primarily young women and men, at 19 health centers. We are one of
twenty statewide members of the Nonprofit Human Services Cabinet, the voice of
Connecticut’s nonprofit sector.

For years, the Cabinet and its individual members have testified before this committee to
the corrosive effect the long term lack of adequate funding has had on our agencies, our
budgets, and our ability to continue to serve the clients in our care. No doubt throughout
this session you have heard from clients whose heartbreaking stories—and subsequent
successes--- were attributed to the connection they or their family made with a nonprofit
provider whose mission was to met their service needs, regardless of ability to pay.

That is Planned Parenthood’s mission: to offer the services that will empower our clients
to control their own fertility and sexual health. We rely on a balance of resources to do
this: our patients pay on a sliding fee scale what they can afford; we have generous
private donors who support our work; we bill insurers for those who are covered. And we
accept several state and federal grants, including a grant from the State Depariment of
Public Health, to subsidize our fee scale, and permit us to slide it to zero whenever a
client lacks the funds to pay even a modest amount toward her care, It is a well-respected
fact that every public doliar spent on family planning saves over four dollars within a
year on the public costs of pregnancy averted.

Like our colleagues in the Cabinet, we have seen the cost of doing business increase over
recent years. We are a licensed medical provider and must remain competitive as an
employer of skilled medical staff, while also offering services in modern medical
facilities, with equipment that is up to the current standard of medical care. We have
managed to do this through careful fiscal management, despite not having seen any
significant increase in our level of state support in years. As you may well know,
however, even that current level funding is threatened: a recent state budget package
projects a 30% cut in DPH community health services... which will mean a reduction of
about $300,000 for our patients’ care.

As we look ahead to the massive state budget deficit that looms, unresolved, before us,
it’s clear that government agencies, configured as we know them today, will be at risk.
More will be expected of well-managed nonprofits. And in large part, because we are
mission driven, we are eager to answer the call. But, as a sector, our ability to respond is



already stretched to the breaking point, The future of many nonprofits is in jeopardy: We
know of colleagues tempted to close their doors---just at the moment when they may be
needed most.

That is why it’s time this General Assembly took a serious look at the ways in which you
rely upon the wide array of contracting nonprofit agencies to offer services and solace to
those in need, and to prevent a long list of unintended health and mental health outcomes
that would be far more costly to cover in our already stressed hospitals, emergency
departments and prisons. '

We are the safety net, stretching across the state, ready to serve in good times...cager to
serve in bad times. But potentially unable io serve because our own budgets are in crisis
at the very moment when you need us most.

That is why PPSNE joins those supporting Raised Bill 316, An Act Establishing a
Commission on Nonprofit Health and Human Services. Such a broadly representative
working group would examine the challenges that threaten the nonprofit sector, the
anticipated costs of doing without a nonprofit safety net, and the funding streams
necessary fo make certain that the nonprofit sector is able to accept the service challenges
of our immediate and longer term future,

To be perfectly frank, it is starting to look as though elected officials take the nonprofits
in their communities for granted. Quietly and without a lot of puffery, we serve hundreds
or even thousands of your constituents each year, averting costs to Medicaid that the state
would otherwise bear. Last year, nearly 2300 young women and men came to Planned
Parenthood in the small town of Danielson, Connecticut for health checkups and the
information they need to prevent pregnancy and disease. Where else would a young
person living in Danielson without health insurance go, for basic information and health
care? For that young person, we are a lifeline, often in a time of crisis. . .a crisis that
could very likely lead to enrollment on Medicaid and far greater cost o the state.

With our support of Bill 316, nonprofits are begging you to stop assuming we’ll always
be there, able to serve your district. Connecticut needs a commission to help evaluate the
stresses and opportunities facing nonprofits, and to help us share the challenge of
providing service to the most vulnerable citizens of our state, during increasingly tough
times. Please support Raised Bill 316. Thank you.



