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February 16, 2010

House Bill No. 5139
AN ACT CONCERNING THE SALE OF WINE WITH GIFT BASKETS

Dear Chairmen Colapietro and Shapiro,

| thank each of you for holding this hearing and 1 also thank Sen. Witkos and Rep.
Schofield for sponsoring the proposed legislation the enactment of which is of
critical importance to my business and industry, AN ACT CONCERNING THE SALE
OF WINE WITH GIFT BASKETS.

My business and other Connecticut businesses which | compete against and who
are spread out throughout the state, at least in every Senatorial District, are
discriminated against because we are resident in Connecticut where each of us
employs people and pay taxes . At present our state laws permit an unlevel
playing field in that out-of-state firms, most of them nationwide in scope, can
include wine in gift basket s that they make out-of-state, but send to Connecticut
residents. Therefore, we are discriminated against because while we maintain
our businesses in Connecticut, we are unable to include wine in gift baskets and
this legislation is designed to rectify that reality. Please know that most local
florist shops make and deliver fruit and/or gourmet food gift baskets. Notall do,
but most do and this legisiation could benefit many, many small businesses in
Connecticut.
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To provide evidence of the discrimination we face, | am aitaching to this
testimony copies of pages from brochures [ have received at home which clearly
demonstrate that wine is being shipped to Connecticut residents by out-of-state
companies to my disadvantage. Of course, the distribution of these catalogs and
catalogs from other firms are sent on a mass scale to hundreds of thousands of
Connecticut citizens throughout the year. Certainly, Connecticut citizens are also
subject to e-mailed sales pitches from these and other companies enticing them
to ship wine based gifts. For the sake of brevity, | have selected to attach only
two offerings to ship wine with gift baskets, but | couid have inciuded many
more.

To be clear, | am in the gift basket business, and don’t want to be in the wine
business and/or to compete directly with Connecticut liquor stores from whom
we will purchase the wine we wili use in our gifts if this legislation is passed. Itis
just that there are celebratory occasions where many Connecticut residents might
want to include wine in a gift basket and to do so, they must place their orders
with an out-of-state company. In these very trying times for all businesses
nationally, we only want parity and a level piaying field with other companies 50
that we can compete and prosper. {can say categorically that this past holiday
season my company was hurtwhen we had 1o forego at least one very large
order from a company because of inability to ship gifts with wine.

Moreover, to ensure that liquor stores don’t think that we will compete with
them, | am willing to accept that this proposed legislation include a clause that
‘any gift basket we sent must have a value of at least five (5) times the value of the
wine we include in the gift. Wewanta win/win situation for all parties involved
and if we end up being good clients of liquor stores we will alsa be increasing tax
revenues for the State of Connecticut.

If you have any questions, | will be pleased to respond to them. | sincerely hope
that you will give this legislation the consideration it deserves. Thank you
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