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February Session, 2010 Senate Bill No. 400

Senate, April 8, 2010

The Committee on Public Health reported through SEN.
HARRIS of the 5th Dist., Chairperson of the Committee on the
part of the Senate, that the bill ought to pass.

AN ACT CONCERNING INSURANCE REIMBURSEMENT PAYMENTS
TO SCHOOL-BASED HEALTH CENTERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

Section 1. (NEW) (Effective January 1, 2011) Each individual health
insurance policy, providing coverage of the type specified in
subdivisions (1), (2), (4), (11) and (12) of section 38a-469 of the general
statutes delivered, issued for delivery, renewed, amended or
continued in this state, shall provide coverage for services provided at
a school-based health center to the extent that such services are a
covered benefit under the policy. For purposes of this section, "school-
based health center" means a comprehensive primary health care
facility licensed by the Department of Public Health as an outpatient
clinic.

Sec. 2. (NEW) (Effective January 1, 2011) Each group health insurance
policy, providing coverage of the type specified in subdivisions (1), (2),
(4), (11) and (12) of section 38a-469 of the general statutes delivered,

issued for delivery, renewed, amended or continued in this state, shall
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provide coverage for services provided at a school-based health center
to the extent that such services are a covered benefit under the policy.
For purposes of this section, "school-based health center" means a
comprehensive primary health care facility licensed by the Department
of Public Health as an outpatient clinic.

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section 1 January 1, 2011 New section
Sec. 2 January 1, 2011 New section
PH Joint Favorable
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The following Fiscal Impact Statement and Bill Analysis are prepared for the benefit of the members
of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and explanation and do
not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber thereof for any purpose. In
general, fiscal impacts are based upon a variety of informational sources, including the analyst’s
professional knowledge. Whenever applicable, agency data is consulted as part of the analysis,

however final products do not necessarily reflect an assessment from any specific department.

—
OFA Fiscal Note

State Impact: None
Municipal Impact: None

Explanation

The bill, which affects School Based Health Centers” (SBHCs) ability
to recover payment for services billed to private insurers, does not
result in a fiscal impact to the state or municipalities. While SBHCs
receive funding from the Department of Public Health (DPH), they are
independent entities. SBHCs supplement DPH funding through the
billing of public and private health insurers for services provided to

their insured.

The Out Years

State Impact: None

Municipal Impact: None
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OLR Bill Analysis
SB 400

AN ACT CONCERNING INSURANCE REIMBURSEMENT
PAYMENTS TO SCHOOL-BASED HEALTH CENTERS.

SUMMARY:

This bill requires certain health insurance policies to cover services
provided at a school-based health center (SBHC) if these services are a
covered benefit under the policy. The center must be a comprehensive
primary health care facility licensed by the Department of Public
Health as an outpatient clinic.

The bill applies to individual and group health insurance policies
delivered, issued, renewed, amended, or continued in Connecticut that
cover (1) basic hospital expenses; (2) basic medical-surgical expenses;
(3) major medical expenses; and (4) hospital or medical services,
including coverage under an HMO plan.

Due to federal law (ERISA), state insurance benefit mandates do not
apply to self-insured benefit plans.

EFFECTIVE DATE: January 1, 2011

BACKGROUND
School-Based Health Centers

SBHCs are free-standing medical clinics located within or on school
grounds serving students in grades pre-kindergarten through 12.
Centers are staffed by a multi-disciplinary team of professionals with
particular expertise in pediatric and adolescent health, including
advanced practice registered nurses, physician assistants, social
workers, physicians, and, in some cases, dentists and dental hygienists.
They provide primary medical and mental health services to students
at the school regardless of insurance coverage. There are currently 66
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state-funded SBHCs located in 19 communities statewide.

COMMITTEE ACTION
Public Health Committee

Joint Favorable
Yea 30 Nay 0 (03/19/2010)
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