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General Assembly File No. 373
Substitute House Bill No. 5422

February Session, 2010

House of Representatives, April 7, 2010

The Committee on Education reported through REP.
FLEISCHMANN of the 18th Dist, Chairperson of the
Committee on the part of the House, that the substitute bill
ought to pass.

AN ACT CONCERNING MINOR REVISIONS TO THE EDUCATION
STATUTES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

Section 1. Section 10-2640 of the 2010 supplement to the general
statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof

(Effective from passage):

Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter, interdistrict magnet
schools that begin operations on or after July 1, 2008, pursuant to the
2008 stipulation and order for Milo Sheff, et al. v. William A. O'Neill, et
al., as determined by the Commissioner of Education, may operate
without district participation agreements and enroll students from any
district through a lottery designated by the commissioner. For the
fiscal year ending June 30, 2009, any tuition charged to a local or
regional board of education by a regional educational service center
operating such an interdistrict magnet school shall be in an amount

equal to at least seventy-five per cent of the difference between the
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estimated per pupil cost less the state magnet grant pursuant to
subsection (c) of section 10-264/ and any revenue from other sources as
determined by the interdistrict magnet school operator. For the fiscal
year ending June 30, 2010, any tuition charged to a local or regional
board of education by a regional educational service center operating
an interdistrict magnet school for any student enrolled in such
interdistrict magnet school shall be in an amount equal to at least
ninety per cent of the difference between (1) the average per pupil
expenditure of the magnet school for the prior fiscal year, and (2) the
amount of any per pupil state subsidy calculated under subsection (c)
of [this] section 10-264! plus any revenue from other sources calculated
on a per pupil basis. For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2011, and each
fiscal year thereafter, any tuition charged to a local or regional board of
education by a regional educational service center operating an
interdistrict magnet school for any student enrolled in such
interdistrict magnet school shall be in an amount equal to the
difference between (A) the average per pupil expenditure of the
magnet school for the prior fiscal year, and (B) the amount of any per
pupil state subsidy calculated under subsection (c) of [this] section 10-
264l plus any revenue from other sources calculated on a per pupil
basis. If any such board of education fails to pay such tuition, the
commissioner may withhold from such board's town or towns a sum
payable under section 10-262i in an amount not to exceed the amount
of the unpaid tuition to the magnet school and pay such money to the
fiscal agent for the magnet school as a supplementary grant for the
operation of the interdistrict magnet school program. In no case shall
the sum of such tuitions exceed the difference between (i) the total
expenditures of the magnet school for the prior fiscal year, and (ii) the
total per pupil state subsidy calculated under subsection (c) of [this]
section 10-264] plus any revenue from other sources. The
commissioner may conduct a comprehensive review of the operating
budget of a magnet school to verify such tuition rate.

Sec. 2. Subsection (c) of section 10-151 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July
1, 2010):
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(c) The contract of employment of a teacher who has not attained
tenure may be terminated at any time for any of the reasons
enumerated in subdivisions (1) to (6), inclusive, of subsection (d) of
this section; otherwise the contract of such teacher shall be continued
into the next school year unless such teacher receives written notice by
[April] May first in one school year that such contract will not be
renewed for the following year. Upon the teacher's written request, a
notice of nonrenewal or termination shall be supplemented within
seven days after receipt of the request by a statement of the reason or
reasons for such nonrenewal or termination. Such teacher, upon
written request filed with the board of education within twenty days
after the receipt of notice of termination, or nonrenewal shall be
entitled to a hearing, except as provided in this subsection, [(A)] (1)
before the board, [(B)] (2) if indicated in such request and if designated
by the board, before an impartial hearing panel established and
conducted in accordance with the provisions of subsection (d) of this
section, or [(C)] (3) if the parties mutually agree before a single
impartial hearing officer chosen by the teacher and the superintendent
in accordance with the provisions of subsection (d) of this section. Such
hearing shall commence within fifteen days after receipt of such
request unless the parties mutually agree to an extension not to exceed
fifteen days. The impartial hearing panel or officer or a subcommittee
of the board of education, if the board of education designates a
subcommittee of three or more board members to conduct hearings,
shall submit written findings and recommendations to the board for
final disposition. The teacher shall have the right to appear with
counsel of the teacher's choice at the hearing. A teacher who has not
attained tenure shall not be entitled to a hearing concerning
nonrenewal if the reason for such nonrenewal is either elimination of
position or loss of position to another teacher. The board of education
shall rescind a nonrenewal decision only if the board finds such
decision to be arbitrary and capricious. Any such teacher whose
contract is terminated for the reasons enumerated in subdivisions (3)
and (4) of subsection (d) of this section shall have the right to appeal in
accordance with the provisions of subsection (e) of this section.
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Sec. 3. Section 10-66gg of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

[Within] Not later than January 1, 2011, and biennially thereafter,

within available appropriations, the Commissioner of Education shall

[annually,] review and report, in accordance with the provisions of
section 11-4a, on the operation of such charter schools as may be
established pursuant to sections 10-66aa to 10-66ff, inclusive, as
amended by this act, to the joint standing committee of the General

Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to education. Such
report shall include: (1) Recommendations for any statutory changes
that would facilitate expansion in the number of charter schools; (2) a
compilation of school profiles pursuant to section 10-66cc; (3) an
assessment of the adequacy of funding pursuant to section 10-66ee; [,]
and (4) the adequacy and availability of suitable facilities for such
schools.

Sec. 4. Subsection (d) of section 10-266w of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from

passage):

(d) Each local and regional board of education participating in the
grant program shall prepare a financial statement of expenditures
[which] that shall be submitted to the department [on or before
September first of the fiscal year immediately following each fiscal
year in which the school district participates in the grant program]

annually at such time and in such manner as the Commissioner of

Education prescribes. If the commissioner finds that any school

breakfast grant recipient uses such grant for purposes which are not in
conformity with the purposes of this section, the commissioner [may]
shall require repayment of the grant to the state.

Sec. 5. Subsection (c) of section 10-19m of the 2010 supplement to
the general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
thereof (Effective July 1, 2010):

(c) The Commissioner of Education shall adopt regulations, in
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accordance with the provisions of chapter 54, establishing minimum
standards for such youth service bureaus and the criteria for qualifying
for state cost-sharing grants, including, but not limited to, allowable
sources of funds covering the local share of the costs of operating such
bureaus, acceptable in-kind contributions and application procedures.
Said commissioner shall, on December 1, [1979] 2010, and [annually]
biennially thereafter, report to the General Assembly on the referral or
diversion of children under the age of seventeen years from the
juvenile justice system and on the referral or diversion of children aged
seventeen and eighteen years from the court system. Such report shall
include, but not be limited to, the number of times any child is so
diverted, the number of children diverted, the type of service provided
to any such child, by whom such child was diverted, the ages of the
children diverted and such other information and statistics as the
General Assembly may request from time to time. Any such report
shall contain no identifying information about any particular child.

Sec. 6. Subsection (c) of section 10-19m of the 2010 supplement to
the general statutes, as amended by section 89 of public act 09-7 of the
September special session, is repealed and the following is substituted
in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2012):

(c) The Commissioner of Education shall adopt regulations, in
accordance with the provisions of chapter 54, establishing minimum
standards for such youth service bureaus and the criteria for qualifying
for state cost-sharing grants, including, but not limited to, allowable
sources of funds covering the local share of the costs of operating such
bureaus, acceptable in-kind contributions and application procedures.
Said commissioner shall, on December 1, [1979] 2010, and [annually]
biennially thereafter, report to the General Assembly on the referral or
diversion of children under the age of eighteen years from the juvenile
justice system and the court system. Such report shall include, but not
be limited to, the number of times any child is so diverted, the number
of children diverted, the type of service provided to any such child, by
whom such child was diverted, the ages of the children diverted and
such other information and statistics as the General Assembly may
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request from time to time. Any such report shall contain no identifying
information about any particular child.

Sec. 7. (Effective from passage) (a) There is established a task force to
conduct an investigational study of the efficacy of postural screenings
for each pupil in grades five to nine, inclusive, pursuant to subsection
(c) of section 10-214 of the general statutes. The task force shall
consider whether legislative changes to section 10-214 of the general
statutes are necessary and whether to eliminate the requirement that
such postural screenings be conducted on an annual basis.

(b) The task force shall consist of the following members:

(1) The chairpersons and ranking members of the joint standing
committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters
relating to education, or their designees;

(2) The chairpersons and ranking members of the joint standing
committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters
relating to public health, or their designees;

(3) A member of the Association of School Nurses of Connecticut
appointed by the speaker of the House of Representatives;

(4) A member of the American Academy of Pediatrics appointed by
the president pro tempore of the Senate;

(5) A representative of school medical advisors appointed by the

majority leader of the House of Representatives;

(6) An orthopedic physician appointed by the majority leader of the
Senate;

(7) A representative of school nurse supervisors appointed by the
minority leader of the House of Representatives;

(8) A parent of a child diagnosed with scoliosis appointed by the
minority leader of the Senate;
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(9) The Commissioner of Education, or the commissioner's designee;
and

(10) The Commissioner of Public Health, or the commissioner's
designee.

(c) All appointments to the task force shall be made not later than
thirty days after the effective date of this section. Any vacancy shall be
tilled by the appointing authority.

(d) The chairperson of the task force shall be appointed by its
members. Such chairpersons shall schedule the first meeting of the task
force, which shall be held not later than sixty days after the effective
date of this section.

(e) The administrative staff of the joint standing committee of the
General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to education
shall serve as administrative staff of the task force.

(f) Not later than January 1, 2011, the task force shall submit a report
on its findings and recommendations to the joint standing committees
of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to
education and public health, in accordance with the provisions of
section 11-4a of the general statutes. The task force shall terminate on
the date that it submits such report or January 1, 2011, whichever is
later.

Sec. 8. Subdivision (2) of subsection (j) of section 10-145b of the 2010
supplement to the general statutes is repealed and the following is
substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

(2) When the Commissioner of Education is notified, pursuant to
section 10-149a or 17a-101i, that a person holding a certificate,
authorization or permit issued by the State Board of Education under
the provisions of sections 10-1440 to 10-149, inclusive, has been
convicted of (A) a capital felony, pursuant to section 53a-54b, (B) arson
murder, pursuant to section 53a-54d, (C) a class A felony, (D) a class B
felony, except a violation of section 53a-122, 53a-252 or 53a-291, (E) a
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crime involving an act of child abuse or neglect as described in section
46b-120, or (F) a violation of section 53-21, 53-37a, [53a-49,] 53a-60b,
53a-60c, 53a-71, 53a-72a, 53a-72b, 53a-73a, 53a-88, 53a-90a, 53a-99, 53a-
103a, 53a-181c¢, 53a-191, 53a-196, 53a-196¢, 53a-216, 53a-217b or 21a-278
or subsection (a) of section 2la-277, any certificate, permit or
authorization issued by the State Board of Education and held by such
person shall be deemed revoked and the commissioner shall notify
such person of such revocation, provided such person may request
reconsideration pursuant to regulations adopted by the State Board of
Education, in accordance with the provisions of chapter 54. As part of
such reconsideration process, the board shall make the initial
determination as to whether to uphold or overturn the revocation. The
commissioner shall make the final determination as to whether to
uphold or overturn the revocation.

Sec. 9. Section 10-145i of the 2010 supplement to the general statutes

is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective

from passage):

Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 10-1440 to 10-146b,
inclusive, and 10-149, the State Board of Education shall not issue or
reissue any certificate, authorization or permit pursuant to said
sections if (1) the applicant for such certificate, authorization or permit
has been convicted of any of the following: (A) A capital felony, as
defined in section 53a-54b; (B) arson murder, as defined in section 53a-
54d; (C) any class A felony; (D) any class B felony except a violation of
section 53a-122, 53a-252 or 53a-291; (E) a crime involving an act of
child abuse or neglect as described in section 46b-120; or (F) a violation
of section 53-21, 53-37a, [53a-49,] 53a-60b, 53a-60c, 53a-71, 53a-72a, 53a-
72b, 53a-73a, 53a-88, 53a-90a, 53a-99, 53a-103a, 53a-181c, 53a-191, 53a-
196, 53a-196c¢, 53a-216, 53a-217b or 21a-278 or a violation of subsection
(a) of section 21a-277, and (2) the applicant completed serving the
sentence for such conviction within the five years immediately
preceding the date of the application.

Sec. 10. Section 10-16z of the 2010 supplement to the general statutes

sHB5422 / File No. 373 8
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is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July
1, 2010):

(@) There is established the Early Childhood Education Cabinet. The
cabinet shall consist of: (1) The Commissioner of Education, or the
commissioner's designee, (2) one representative from the Department
of Education who is responsible for programs required under the
Individuals With Disabilities Education Act, 20 USC 1400 et seq., as
amended from time to time, appointed by the Commissioner of
Education, (3) the Commissioner of Social Services, or the
commissioner's designee, (4) a representative from an institution of
higher education in this state appointed by the Commissioner of
Higher Education, (5) the Commissioner of Public Health, or the
commissioner's designee, (6) the Commissioner of Developmental
Services, or the commissioner's designee, (7) the Commissioner of
Mental Health and Addiction Services, or the commissioner's designee,
(8) the executive director of the Commission on Children, or the
executive director's designee, (9) the project director of the Connecticut
Head Start State Collaboration Office, (10) a representative from [a
Head Start program] the Connecticut Head Start Association

appointed by the minority leader of the House of Representatives, (11)
a representative of a local provider of early childhood education
appointed by the minority leader of the Senate, (12) two appointed by
the speaker of the House of Representatives, one of whom is a member
of the House of Representatives and one of whom is a parent who has
a child attending a school in a priority school district, (13) two
appointed by the president pro tempore of the Senate, one of whom is
a member of the Senate and one of whom is a representative of a
public elementary school with a prekindergarten program, (14) a
representative of the business or philanthropic community in this state
appointed by the Governor, and (15) the Secretary of the Office of
Policy and Management, or the secretary's designee. The chairperson
of the council shall be appointed from among its members by the

Governor. The initial terms for the members appointed pursuant to

subdivisions (10) to (14), inclusive, of this subsection shall terminate on

March 1, 2011. Terms of members appointed pursuant to said

sHB5422 / File No. 373 9
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subdivisions (10) to (14), inclusive, following the initial terms shall be

for two years.

(b) Within available appropriations and such private funding as
may be available, the Early Childhood Education Cabinet shall (1)
coordinate among state agencies, as well as public and private
partnerships, the development of services that enhance the health,
safety and learning of children from birth to nine years of age,
inclusive, (2) not later than December 1, 2009, and annually thereafter,
develop an annual plan of action that assigns the appropriate state
agency to complete the tasks specified in the federal Head Start Act of
2007, P.L. 110-134, as amended from time to time, and (3) not later than
March 1, 2010, and annually thereafter, submit an annual state-wide
strategic report, pursuant to said federal Head Start Act, in accordance
with the provisions of section 11-4a, addressing the progress such
agencies have made toward the completion of such tasks outlined
under said federal Head Start Act and this subsection to the Governor
and the joint standing committees of the General Assembly having
cognizance of matters relating to education and human services.

(c) The Early Childhood Education Cabinet shall be within the
Department of Education for administrative purposes only.

Sec. 11. Section 10-10a of the 2010 supplement to the general statutes
is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July
1, 2010):

(@) The Department of Education shall develop and implement a
state-wide public school information system. The system shall be
designed for the purpose of establishing a standardized electronic data
collection and reporting protocol that will facilitate compliance with
state and federal reporting requirements, improve school-to-school
and district-to-district information exchanges, and maintain the
confidentiality of individual student and staff data. The initial design
shall focus on student information, provided the system shall be
created to allow for future compatibility with financial, facility and
staff data. The system shall provide for the tracking of the performance

sHB5422 / File No. 373 10
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of individual students on each of the state-wide mastery examinations
under section 10-14n in order to allow the department to compare the
progress of the same cohort of students who take each examination
and to better analyze school performance. The department shall assign
a unique student identifier to each student prior to tracking the
performance of a student in the public school information system.

(b) The system database of student information shall not be
considered a public record for the purposes of section 1-210. Nothing
in this section shall be construed to limit the ability of a full-time
permanent employee of a nonprofit organization that is exempt from
taxation under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986,
or any subsequent corresponding internal revenue code of the United
States, as from time to time amended, and that is organized and
operated for educational purposes, to obtain information in accordance
with the provisions of subsection (e) of this section.

(c) All school districts shall participate in the system, provided the
department provides for technical assistance and training of school
staff in the use of the system.

(d) Local and regional boards of education and preschool programs
which receive state or federal funding shall participate, in a manner
prescribed by the Commissioner of Education, in the state-wide public
school information system described in subsection (a) of this section.
Participation for purposes of this subsection shall include, but not be
limited to, reporting on (1) student experiences in preschool by
program type and by numbers of months in each such program, and
(2) the readiness of students entering kindergarten and student
progress in kindergarten. Such reporting shall be done by October 1,
2007, and annually thereafter.

(e) On and after August 1, 2009, upon receipt of a written request to
access data maintained under this section by a full-time permanent
employee of a nonprofit organization that is exempt from taxation
under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or any
subsequent corresponding internal revenue code of the United States,

sHB5422 / File No. 373 11
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as from time to time amended, and that is organized and operated for
educational purposes, the Department of Education shall provide such
data to such requesting party not later than sixty days after such
request, provided such requesting party shall be responsible for the
reasonable cost of such request. The Department of Information
Technology shall monitor the calculation of such fees charged for
access to or copies of such records to ensure that such fees are
reasonable and consistent with those charged by other state agencies.
The Department of Education shall respond to written requests under
this section in the order in which they are received.

() The Commissioner of Education shall authorize the

superintendent of schools of a school district, or his or her designee, to

access information in the state-wide public school information system

regarding the state-wide mastery examination under section 10-14n.

Such access shall be for the limited purpose of determining

examination dates, examination scores and levels of student

achievement on such examinations.

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section1 | from passage 10-2640

Sec. 2 July 1, 2010 10-151(c)
Sec. 3 from passage 10-66gg

Sec. 4 from passage 10-266w(d)
Sec. 5 July 1, 2010 10-19m(c)
Sec. 6 July 1, 2012 10-19m(c)
Sec. 7 from passage New section
Sec. 8 from passage 10-145b(j)(2)
Sec. 9 from passage 10-145i

Sec. 10 July 1, 2010 10-16z

Sec. 11 July 1, 2010 10-10a

ED Joint Favorable Subst.

sHB5422 / File No. 373
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The following Fiscal Impact Statement and Bill Analysis are prepared for the benefit of the members
of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and explanation and do
not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber thereof for any purpose. In
general, fiscal impacts are based upon a variety of informational sources, including the analyst’s
professional knowledge. Whenever applicable, agency data is consulted as part of the analysis,

however final products do not necessarily reflect an assessment from any specific department.

—
OFA Fiscal Note

State Impact:

Agency Affected Fund-Effect FY11$ FY12$
Education, Dept. GF - Savings Potential Potential
Legislative Mgmt. GF - Cost Minimal Minimal

Note: GF=General Fund

Municipal Impact:

Municipalities Effect FY11$ FY12$
Various Municipalities Revenue Potential Potential
Loss
Explanation

Sections 3, 5 and 6 of the bill require the Commissioner of
Education to submit a required report on: (1) the operations of charter
schools and (2) the referral or diversion of children and teens from the
juvenile justice and court systems, to the Education Committee every
two years, instead of every year. This could result in a minimal
savings to the State Department of Education of not having to submit

the reports on an annual basis.

Section 4 requires that if a district spends their school breakfast
grant for an unauthorized purpose, the district must pay the amount
back to the state. This could result in potential revenue loss to
municipalities and a potential savings to the state. The range of state
school breakfast grants to municipalities (in FY 09) was approximately
$300 to over $200,000. The entire amount issued to municipalities from
SDE (in FY 09) was approximately $1.6 million.

Section 7 establishes a postural screening taskforce. The bill permits
members of the General Assembly to participate on the task force, and

sHB5422 / File No. 373 13
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requires the staff of the Education Committee to provide
administrative assistance. The Office of Legislative Management
would incur minimal costs associated with mileage reimbursement of

50 cents per mile for legislators participating on the task force.
Sections 1, 8, 9, 10, and 11 have no fiscal impact.

The Out Years

The annualized ongoing fiscal impact identified above would
continue into the future subject to inflation, except for the costs
associated with the postural screening task force which would
terminate when the report is completed, or January 1, 2011 (whichever
is later).

sHB5422 / File No. 373 14
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OLR Bill Analysis
SHB 5422

AN ACT CONCERNING MINOR REVISIONS TO THE EDUCATION
STATUTES.

SUMMARY:

This bill makes various changes in the education statutes. It:

1.

gives school districts an extra month to notify nontenured
teachers that their contracts for the following school year will not
be renewed,

makes the education commissioner’s reports to the legislature on
charter school operations and diversion of children from the

juvenile justice and court systems biennial instead of annual,

eliminates (a) a statutory deadline for filing expenditure reports
from school districts participating in the school breakfast
program and (b) the education commissioner’s discretion over
whether school districts who use their grants for unauthorized
purposes must pay the grant back,

establishes a task force to investigate whether to eliminate
required school postural screenings for students in grades five to
nine,

requires the Head Start representative in the Early Childhood
Cabinet to represent the Connecticut Head Start Association
instead of any Head Start program,

establishes fixed terms for legislative and gubernatorial
appointments to the cabinet, and

allows school superintendents or their designees to access the

sHB5422 / File No. 373 15
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state’s public school information system to obtain mastery test
information about individual students.

The bill also:

1. corrects a statutory reference (§ 1) and

2. eliminates “criminal attempt” (CGS § 53a-49) from the list of
crimes requiring the State Board of Education to deny or revoke
a teaching certificate or other educator credential (§§ 8 & 9).

In practice, a person is always convicted of another crime in
addition to criminal attempt, so it is unnecessary to list such a
conviction as separate grounds for denying or revoking an educator
credential.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon passage unless otherwise noted below.

§ 2 — CONTRACT RENEWAL DEADLINE FOR NONTENURED
TEACHERS

Under current law, a teacher who does not have tenure has his or
her employment contract automatically renewed for the following
school year unless the teacher receives written notice of termination by
April 1 of the current year. The bill delays this notice deadline to May
1.

By law, a nontentured teacher may be terminated at any time for (1)
inefficiency or incompetence, (2) insubordination against reasonable
board of education rules, (3) moral misconduct, (4) disability as shown
by competent medical evidence, (5) elimination of his or her position,
or (6) other due and sufficient cause. Nontenured teachers may appeal
a contract nonrenewal by filing a written request with the board of
education within 20 days after receiving the notice.

EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2010

§ 3 — CHARTER SCHOOL OPERATIONS REPORT

The bill requires the education commissioner to submit a required

sHB5422 / File No. 373 16
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report on the operations of charter schools to the Education Committee
every two years, instead of every year. The biennial reports must start
by January 1, 2011. By law, reports must at least (1) recommend any
statutory changes to facilitate charter school expansion; (2) compile
charter schools’ strategic school profiles; and (3) assess of the adequacy
of state charter school funding, and the adequacy and availability of
suitable charter school facilities.

§ 4 — SCHOOL BREAKFAST GRANTS

The bill eliminates a statutory deadline for participating school
districts to file expenditure statements for the school breakfast
program. Under current law, districts must file the statements by
September 1 of the fiscal year following the fiscal year in which the
district participates in the program. The bill requires them to file the
statements annually when and how the education commissioner
prescribes.

If a district spends the grant for an unauthorized purpose, the bill
requires the district to pay it back to the state. Under current law, the
education commissioner has discretion over whether to require
payback.

State school breakfast grants support local school breakfast
programs in schools with severe needs.

885 & 6 — REPORTS ON YOUTH REFERRALS OR DIVERSION

By law, the education commissioner must report to the legislature
on referral or diversion of children and older teens from the juvenile
justice and court systems. The reports must provide statistics on the
diversions and demographic information about the children. Until July
1, 2012, the reports must include information about 18-year-olds as
well as those under age 18. On and after that date, the reports must
include only those under age 18.

Beginning December 1, 2010, this bill makes the reports biennial
instead of annual.
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EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2010 for the reports covering children
and youth up to and including those aged 18; July 1, 2012 for the

reports covering only those under age 18.

§ 7 — POSTURAL SCREENING TASK FORCE
The bill establishes a 16-member task force to (1) investigate the

efficacy of statutorily required postural screenings for students in
grades five to nine and (2) consider whether the requirements should

be changed or eliminated.

The task force consists of the chairpersons and ranking members of
the Education and Public Health committees and the public health and
education commissioners or their designees and six members
appointed by legislative leaders (see table).

Appointed by Qualifications
House speaker Association of School Nurses of Connecticut member
Senate president pro tempore | American Academy of Pediatrics member
House majority leader School medical advisors’ representative
Senate majority leader Orthopedic physician
House minority leader School nurse supervisors’ representative
Senate minority leader Parent of child diagnosed with scoliosis

Task force appointments must be made within 30 days of the bill’s
passage. Vacancies are filled by appointing authorities. The task force
members must appoint chairpersons (the bill refers to both a
chairperson and chairpersons), who must call the first meeting within
60 days of the bill’s passage. The Education Committee staff serves as
the task force’s administrative staff.

The task force must report its finding and recommendations to the
Education and Public Health committees by January 1, 2011. It
terminates on the date it submits its report or January 1, 2011,
whichever is later.

810 — EARLY CHILDHOOD CABINET APPOINTMENTS

The bill requires the Head Start Program representative who serves
on the Early Childhood Cabinet to be the head of the Connecticut
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Head Start Association rather than any representative of a Head Start
program. By law, the Head Start representative is appointed by the
House minority leader.

The bill also establishes two-year terms for the cabinet members
appointed by legislative leaders and the governor. It specifies that
those members’ initial terms expire on March 1, 2011. The affected
members are:

Member Appointed by
Head Start program representative House minority leader
Local provider of early childhood education Senate minority leader
representative
Member of the House of Representatives House speaker
Parent of child attending school in a priority district House speaker
Member of the Senate Senate president pro

tempore

Representative of a public elementary school with a pre- | Senate president pro
K program tempore
Representative of philanthropic or business community | Governor

EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2010

§ 11 — ACCESS TO THE PUBLIC SCHOOL INFORMATION
SYSTEM

The bill requires the education commissioner to allow a school
superintendent or his or her designee access to information about
statewide mastery exams in the state public school information system
(PSIS). The access is only for determining examination dates and
scores, and student achievement levels on the exams.

The law requires the State Department of Education to develop and
maintain the PSIS to, among other things, track individual students’
performance on the statewide mastery examinations by assigning each
student a unique identifier. All public school districts and all preschool
programs that receive state or federal funding must participate. The
law requires the department to maintain confidentiality of individual
student and staff data in the system.

EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2010
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COMMITTEE ACTION

Education Committee

Joint Favorable Substitute
Yea 32 Nay 0

(03/19,/2010)

sHB5422 / File No. 373

20



	FileCopyBillText
	DocText
	BillTitle
	MyHilight
	StateTable
	MuniTable
	OutYearsSection
	OutYearsMuni
	BILL_NUM
	BILL_TITLE
	DELETE_END

