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Testimony of Shirley Bergert®
RB 5467: AN ACT CONCERNING THE COORDINATION OF ENERGY EFFICIENCY
PROGRAMS

Recommended Action: Support

This proposal will result in coordination of the various conservation
related programs in Connecticut to ensure they provide comprehensive
all fuels assistance to consumers.

Currently Connecticut has the following major program “silos”:

¢ CT Energy Efficiency Fund (CEEF} under the Energy Conservation
Management Board {ECMB), which advises/coordinates both public
service electric and gas conservation programs (CGS §816-245m and
16-32f). CEEF is currently administering federal stimulus funding to
deliver conservation services associated with deliverable fuels. CEEF
plans and their implementation are subject to DPUC approval.

* Municipal Electric Conservation programs coordinated by CMEEC,
with advice provided by the ECMB (CGS §7-233y).

e Fuel Oil Conservation Board, not funded in this fiscal year (CGS § 16a-
22{);

¢ CT Clean Energy Fund, providing renewable energy programs (CGS
§§16-245n).

+ Low income energy assistance and conservation programs
administered by the CT Department of Social Services (CGS §16a-41a).

This legislative proposal provides the following:

e Expansion of the ECMB to include representatives from the oil and
propane industries;

! Shirley Bergert serves: as the residential represeniative on the Energy Conservation
Management Board overseeing the expenditure of ratepayer conservation funds in Connecticut
Energy Efficiency Fund {Conn. Gen. Stat. § 16-245m); on the Low Income Energy Advisory Board
{Conn. Gen. Stat. § 16a-41b}; as the low income representative on the Fuel Oil Conservation
Board {Conn. Gen. Stat. § 16a-220); and on the Advisory Board of the Institute for Sustainable
Energy at ECSU.




e Expansion of ECMB authority to encompass coordinated all fuel programs, providing advice,
oversight and evaluation;

e Codification of collaboration between conservation and renewabte programs to simplify
consumer access to integrated services;

e Collaboration between DSS administered energy and weatherization assistance with other
conservation assistance programs;

o Clear authorization of the various programs to accept federal funding;

o DPUC oversight of public service gas and electric conservation programs, and deliverable
fuel programs;

e Consolidation of annual reports to the legislature to create one comprehensive report on
conservation and renewable programs; and

e Coordination of websites and links for conservation and renewable programs, available
rebates and tax benefits, to facilitate consumer access to these programs.

The development of conservation and renewable energy programs has proceeded in a
piecemeal fashion in Connecticut. It is time to effectively coordinate these programs, some of
which have received national recognition. This legislation will resuit in coordination, improving
consumer access to programs that reduce energy bills and improve the environment.




