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Good afternoon Senator Gaffey, Representative Fleischiman and members of the
Education Committce. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak before you
today. My name is Ann Lohrand and I am President of the Middletown Federation of
Teachers and a Vice President of AT Connccticut, a diverse union of 28,000
members, T am here today to speak against S.B. 442 An Act Concerning Boards of
Education,

This bill would amend Connecticut’s accountability statute to allow the
Commissioner of Education to reconstitute local or regional boards of education for
school districts designated and listed as low achieving school districts. AFT
Connecticut is concerned that this measure is too far reaching and would bring further

instability to a school district.

The Commissioner of Education should not be in the business of reconstituting local
boards of education. If fundamental change is to occur, we believe that the school
district has to make those difficult decisions from within, The vast majority of local
school board members are publicly elected. Where that is the case, a reconstitution
mechanism already exists. 1t’s called an clection. The general electorate voted those
board of education members in and they should have the power to vote them out if

they do not think they are doing quality work,

Membess of local boards of cducation live in the towns they represent. They send

their children to public schools. They understand issues unique to their communities.
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They know, in many cases, better than the Commissioner of Education, what is best
for their schools, If outside intervention is deemed to be needed, other public

officials from within the community should determine those actions,

1 urge rejection of S.B. 442, I thank you for your time and if you have any questions 1

would be happy to answer them.
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