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Testimony
Submitted to the Education Committee

March 15, 2010

SB 438 (RAISED) AN ACT CONCERNING CHARTER SCHOOLS
AND OPEN CHOICE PROGRAM FUNDING

Good afternoon Senator Gaffey, Representative Fleischmann, and
members of the Education Committee.

My name is Bruce Douglas. I represent the Capitol Region Education
Council (CREC), and the 35 school districts in the Capitol Region. Iam
also speaking on behalf of the Connecticut Association of Public School
Superintendents (CAPSS).

1 am testifying today in favor of SB 438, An Act Concerning Open
Choice Program Funding. Because it recognizes the legitimate cost of
education, SB 438 provides a strong incentive for districts to accept
significant numbers of Open Choice applicants. SB 438 is the first
legitimate funding formula that would enable the Open Choice option
to meet Sheff requirements and to provide the same opportunities for
students and school districts statewide.

Because it has never been properly funded, the Open Choice program,
since its inception in 1997, has been an inadequate Sheff remedy,
consistently failing to meet the targeted enroliment projections set by
the State of Connecticut. From 1997 through 2007, the Open Choice
subsidy for districts receiving students was $2,000 per student. In
2008, the subsidy was adjusted to $2,500 per student, and today, it
remains woefully inadequate. Per State Department of Education
calculations, the average cost of educating a student in the Capitol

Region in 2007 was $12,745 and $13,118 statewide.

Approximately 1,851 children currently attend public schools in urban
and suburban districts throughout the Capitol Region and statewide
through Open Choice. Since the program began in 1997, there has
been an increase of only 700 students enrolled in the Capitol Region
Open Choice program (please reference the attached SDE Capitol
Region Enrollment data and Statewide Participation data). The
program’s slow growth cannot be attributed to a lack of parent interest
or willingness on the part of receiving school districts. Each year, the
number of applications for Open Choice consistently exceeds the






number of available suburban seats. This year, there were close to
4,000 applications for 200 seats. Since 1997, the number of
applications has exceeded the number of available seats by at least 20
times. This abhorrent statistic represents a generation of children that
has been shamefully denied the constitutional right and opportunities
promised in the Sheff court order and the Constitution of the State of
Connecticut.

To increase the number of Open Choice seats, SB 438 will address
districts’ legitimate concerns regarding essential costs and limited class
sizes. Given the current recession and projected deficits through
2014, SB 438 will allow districts to meet or exceed the Sheff
settlement enrollment projections for 2013 and to hire additional
teachers in order to maintain class sizes. Moreover, it will provide the
critical support necessary to train teachers and assist children as they
adjust to new cultural and social environs and close the achievement
disparity.

Education is an emergency. It is obvious we have denied a generation
of children their just entitlement to educational equity and excellence.
This lost opportunity has a life-long and next generation impact,
Adequate funding for Open Choice would have allowed the state to
meet and exceed its enrollment benchmark for this year. As the state
looks ahead to meeting the Sheff stipulated goal for 2013, Open
Choice is our best strategy along with the existing magnet schools for
providing diverse, quality education opportunities that are the
constitutionally guaranteed rights of all of Connecticut’s children.

Thank you for your kind consideration.
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