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Good afternoon Senator Gaffey, Representative Fleischmann and distingnished
members of the Education Committee. For the record, my name is Michelle Cruz and I
am the Victim Advocate for the State of Comnnecticut, Thank you for the opportunity to
provide testimony in SUPPORT of:

Raised House Bill No, 5315, An Act Concerning Education and the Reduction of
Domestic Violence

One of the many responsibilities of the Office of the Victim Advocate (OVA) is
to conduct programs of public education and outreach to the community, In December of
2007, the OVA sent letters to all colleges, universities and high schools around the state
to offer the OVA as a resource {o their institution, The response was overwhelming; the
OVA visited humerous classes, varying from criminal justice to health awaveness, The
OVA discussed issues relating to victims’ rights, leen violence, sexual assault and safety.

Statistics show that one in three teenagers has experienced violence in a dating
rclationship, Teen dafing violence is often hidden becausc teenagers typically are
inexperienced with dating relationships, want independence from their parents, arc
pressured by peers and have misguided views of love and relationships. Just as we
educale our children about health and exercise, il is important to teach them about healthy
relationships and personal safely, as well as what the red flags are in potentially
dangerous relationships. In addition, we must also teach our children to stand up for one
another and voice their concerns over either controlling partners or abusive behavior of
their peers, Bystander responsibilities go hand in hand with education about teen dating
violence.

Moms and Dads for Education to Stop Teen Dating Abuse (MADE) is a national
coalition of parents, ieachcrs and concerned citizens who are advocates for ensuring that
every middle school and high school in the country is teaching a curriculum on
preventing dafing relationship violence and abuse. MADE was launched in December of
2008; a collaboration between Liz Claiborne, Inc. and the parents of Lindsay Amm Burke,
murdered in 2005 by her ex-boyfriend. Only twenty-five percent (25%) of teens report
having attended a course on dating abuse in their school and only thirty-percent (30%) of
parents say their child’s school provides resources.' [ have attached some of the
information available from MADE; much of the work has already been done—it’s time

'MADE: www.loveisnotabuse.com/made/index,hitinl
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now to begin to educate our children by mandating schools to educate on teen dating
violence.

Finally, we need to educate owr school administrators, teachers, counselors and
other staff on how Lo recognize the signs of teen dating violence and of the services that
arc available throughout the state, including the eighteen (18) domestic violence member
programs. Although statistics show that a teen involved in a violent dating relationship is
more likely to confide in a peer, the educational community must be well equipped,
knowledgeable and prepared in their response to any incidents of teen daiing violence or
domestic violence,

Raised House Bill No. 6494 will provide teenagers with knowledge of teen dating
violence and guidance for choosing healthy relationships. T strongly urge the
committee’s support of this important proposal. Thank you for consideration of my
teslimony.,

Respectfully submiited,

Michetle Cruz, Esq.
State Victim Advocate
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MADE (Moms aND DADS FOR EDWEATION)
TO S70P TEEN DATING \Pmﬂmm

is national coalition of parents,
teachers, teens and concerned giti-
zens devoted to ending teen dating
violence and abuse through educa-
tion. ANYONE ¢an join MADE and
EVERYONE can make 2 difference.
WADE goal is to ensure that every
middle and high school in the coun-
try is teaching a curriciium on teen
dating violence zand abuse.

Inspired by the courageous and
dedicated parents whose children
have been victims of refationship vi-
olence, Liz Claiborne Inc. launched
KMADE in December, 2008. Annand
Chris Burke, parents and educators
from Providence, RI, who lost their
own daughter Lindsay Ann to dating
viglence in 2005, serve as MADES
co-directors.

Today MADE has thousands of
members working to ensure that
all teens are educated about dat-
ing violence and abuse. MADE is
working with the Nationa! Founda-

tion for Women Legislators (NFWL)
to introduce and pass [egislation on
teen dating violence and zbuse in
every stzte. This past vear legisla-
tion on teen dating viglence aduca-
tion was passed n MNew Mexico,
Maryland, Oklahoma, Hawaii and
Georgia, 2nd legislation is pending in
Connecticut, Dhio, New York, Michi-
gan and South Carolina. However,
even where legislation was passed
on this issue, very few states actually
mandate schools to teach 2l studems
ahout relationship violence. There is
more we nzed i¢ do in EVERY state
to ensure 21l teens’ safety.

MADES national partners include
the Jayful Heart Foundazion, The Na-
tional Foundation for Women Legis-
fators (NFWL), Redbook magazine,
Seventeen magazine, The National
Association of Attorneys General
(NAAG), Do Someshing, and Loveis-
respect, the Natienzl Teen Dating
Abuse Helpline. ,

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO END TEEN
DATING VIOLENGE AND ABUSE

= Join NMADE by visiting www.
loveisnotabuse.com/made/pe-
tition.html.

. Enlist your friends, colleagues
and neighbors to join MADE.

- Get involved with your state
MADE chapter and support
legisiative efforts thai call
on middle schools and high
schools to teach teen dating
viclence curricula.

« Contact schools where you
live and ask them to teach a
.curriculum on teen dating vio-
lenge. The Love Is Not Abuse

+

curriculum is free of charge
and can be obtained by visiting
wynw.Joveisnotabuse.com. It is
wypiczlly taughi by health or
English language arts teachers
and is easily incorporated into
any course.

Utilize the MADE enline
toelkit  {www.loveisnotabuse.
com/madeftakeaction.himl]
for sample letters, vseful sta-
tistics and additipnal infor-
mation that make spreading
the word zbout teen dating
viplence and abuse and MADE
as easy as possible,




BUILDING A NATIONAL MOVEMENT
Everyone’s salking about MADE Tneluding Groraf, Goed Morning Lrrerica,
The Today Shew, The CBS Early Show and The Hew York Times.

“Yitelrs [ncredibly proud oFf [MADES] amazing accamplishments.
SEl1 thers are more battles to fght to protect our teens Fram zbuse”
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~Redhosk, Sememizer 200¢ issue
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sohoct i ihe country. The surriciurm 2k
aady exists and is ready to be distribried.

Wiy are w2 welting?” “Bur missicn is fo ensure that every tacn
- zper in this covatry, o5 well a5 their parenis,
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for mandated leen deding violenca corriculz whiic-ai-lirge seed 9 wnfe ¢ iransiores
gatignaics that con, ulfimately, save fives..” communities 2ot end the viclznee.”
-Thris ang Ann Burke Jane Randal
Fourding Members, MADE V5 Corgrate Corrmunications
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t
- “Wya are proud to be 2 part of MADE and 1o Jend our voices bo s
critieal mationa! mevament fo edusate cur youlh shoot tear dating
abuse. Throunh our heating work with syrvivers 2f the Jgytul Beart
Foundation, we see frsthand the effect ak education cor Fave
in empowering individuals. Sy educating our feens ascut anusive
reiationshins, we can provige Shem e insight and guidance sarly
an to epsare that thev sever becoms victims.”

Jariska Harg
Actar znd Fresident & Fsinder of the Joy!
Peter Hermanmn
Actor 2nd Joytui Heart Foundation Soard Member
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“Hear: Foundation

NOow, IT’S YOUR TURN!

MADE has come 2 long way, but there’s more to be done. Join TODAY.

For mere information contact: made@liz.com  Oruisit wwfoveisnotabuse.comimads
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