Teen Dating Violence.:
What does it have 1o do wit

h me?
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In 2005, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) conducted the Youth
Risk Behavior Surveillance and the national statistic on students who were physically
abused by their dating partner was astounding. Even more disturbing, the average in
CT was almost 7% higher!

Fueled by this information, the Women’s Center of Southeastern CT set out to survey
students during the spring of 2009, Over 1240 8th-12th graders in New London County
responded - there is much to be done, as indicated by the following statistics.
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Emotional Abuse: Sexual Pressure:

Of the1242 students who were surveyed In the same survey, 14% of students say
in New London County, 18% say they they have been pressured by a dating
have felt threatened, humiliated, or told partner to do something sexually that
where they could go or who they could they did not want to do. §

hang out with by a dating partner. t

22% of Females 20% of Females

16% of Males 8% of Males

Survey funded in part by the Women & Girls Fund of the Community Foundation of Southeastern Conneclicut.
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80% of students acknowledge that
teen dating violence happens in their
school.

11% of students admit to threatening
and 7% have physically hit their
dating partner,

46% of students know someone who
has ever been hit, slapped, kicked or
otherwise physically hurt by a dating
partner,

1 out of 4 students would not know
what to do if their friends were in an
abusive relationship.

856% of students think that teens
experiencing dating violence will have
trouble concentrating at school or may
get lower grades.

61% of students think additional teen
dating violence prevention education
is needed,

56% of students think teachers and
counselors need additional teen
dating violence prevention education.

Only 3% of students have ever called
the Women’s Center for services.




