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Good Evening Appropriations Committee Members, My name is Ginny Gerena, | am an Advocate for
persons with disabilities, Veterans, Youth and Seniors. |am also an Advocacy Unlimited Graduate. [ am
here today to testify to request continued funded for the DHMAS Budget which is greatly needed for
persons with disabilities and low Income individuals.

A lot of persons with disabilities are currently having hardship affording their medications, housing and
medical expenses. When you don't make enough to cover your basic needs, It ends up costing the
State more money. Because many of these individuals end up in Nursing Homes, Incarcerated or
Homeless,

So, in order to be able to have a more cost effective Mental Health System, these issues should be dealt
with ASAP> A lot of us cannot afford a Co-pay on medications and some individuals sometimes don’t
even have any medical insurance. Sometimes they have to chose between housing, food or medication
cost. On a personal note | have been homeless for almost three years having lost my house and still
waiting on the Veterans Administration to help me get housing. | have been in several housing
programs waiting for permanent housing and have been dented housing on several occasions. |am also
a disabled Veteran. There are many other Veterans in this situation.

Your prompt attention to this matter would be greatly appreciated. Thank you for your attention

Virginia Gerena.



