Kevin A Gerckens Feb.2, 2009
65 Hillcrest Ave

Derby, Ct.06418

Re: Opposition of Bill 5138

- As manager of Mount Saint Peter Cemetery in Derby 1 voice my opposition today to
proposed Bill #5138. It is always my goal to provide dignified and well-maintained
resting places for our faithful departed and their visiting family member.

With this in mind, please note that from April to Memorial Day our Cemetery is very
busy, we are trying to clean up from the winter (removing sand repairing plow damage to
turf, applying loom and grass seed to all the winter graves, installing foot markers,
excavating and pouring foundations for monuments) All this while trying to conduct
normal day to day operations. Our goal is to have our cemetery in pristine condition for
the most visited day of the year “Memorial Day”. Our current policy is to have our local
Veteran agency place the flags After 12:00 PM the Saturday prior to Memorial leaving,
ample time for cemetery workers to finish our work without having to work around
thousands of flags. :
When mowing and grass trimming commences each flag must be removed and placed in
its original position. Our current policy leaves the flag all year until it is unserviceable.
Bill 5138 states that the flag will be removed the week after the 4™ of Tuly, by whom?
Will the people removing the flags have the ability to tell the difference from flags placed
by family members (personal property)? And the flags placed by the Veterans groups?
While I have the up most respect for the American flag, this bill would negatively
affect the appearance of our properties on Memorial Day.

It is for the above reasons that I respectively oppose bill #51 38 and request that you vote
no.

Sincerely Kevin A Gerckens
Cemetery Manager '
Guif War Veteran U.SM.C.
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