TESTIMONY IS SUPPORT OF HB 5640

One of the main factors that discourages transit use is the challenge of getting to and from the
transit-stop. It is common for transit customers to walk on busy roads, or in mud to reach a
transit stop. This creates both an unsafe and unpleasant environment for transit customers. The
attached photos |!Iustrate the challenges facing transit customers.

This bill dedlcates a smatl percentage of hlghway funds to correct these deflmenmes statewide.
This bill doesn't call for new state expenditures.
If done on an annual basis, incremental improverﬁents can be on-going.

This bifl compliments SB 735 that calls for ‘complete streets” which require that new roadways
and/or reconstructed roadways be built to accommodate the needs of pedestrian, bicyclists and
that users and HB 5523 which requires including transit system in the design review process.

This bill (and the others) will benefit more than just transit customer — it will benefit all
pedestrians and provide safer walking conditions.

This bill fixes what is broken while the other bills are designed to avoid making the same
mistakes again. Please support HB 5640 for the benefit of all transit user, future transit users
and pedestrians.

Submitted by

Ron Kilcoyne

General Manager/CEO
Greater Bridgeport Transit
1 Cross Street

Bridgeport CT 06477

P 203-366-7070 ext 106
F 203-367-8931

C 203-243-9383
rkilcoyne @ gogbt.com
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