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State of Connecticut

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

' STATE CAPITOL
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106-1591

REPRESENTATIVE MARYANNE “ANNIE"” HORNISH
SIXTY SECOND ASSEMBLY DISTRICT MEMBER

COMMERCE COMMITTEE
EDUCATION COMMITTEE

LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING ENVIRCNMENT COMMITTEE

ROOM 4100
HARTFORD, CT 66106-1591
HOME: (860)653-0729
CAPITOL. (BBD) 240-8585
TOLLFREE: 1-800-842-8267
FAX: (860) 2400206
E-MAIL: maryanne. hornish@cga.ct.gov

Senator DeFronzo, Representative Guerrera, and Honorable Members of the Transpertation Committes,

I'm here in support of Proposed Bill No. 5507, An Act Concerning the Operation of Low Emission
Vehicles in the High Occupancy Vehicle Lane.

This legislation would permit the operator of certain motor vehicles that are deemed to be “clean cars” to
use the high occupancy vehicle lane regardless of the number of occupants. The purposs is to encourage
the use of environmentally friendly and fuet efficient vehicles for purposes of promoting energy
independence, lower fuel consumption, and improved air quality.

| propose the following for your consideration, which is similar to New York State's program:
Eligible vehicles: Honda Insight (2000-04), Toyota Prius (2001-09), Honda Civic Hybrid (2003-09)
* Super Ultra Low Emission Vehicle standard (SULEV) OR pre-mode! year 2005 hybrid vehicles
ULEY

AND

» United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) highway fuel economy rating of 45 miles
per gallon or greater

Implementation:
“Clean car” stickers issued through DMV at time of vehicle registration and registration renewals.

This bill is revenue-neutral or may be revenue-generating (fees could be charged for stickers or specialty
license plates). Nine states have similar legislation in place {please see table on reverse).

Other considerations would be an ongoing iraffic analysis that would be followed, if necessary, by a
limitation of the amount of vehicles that can be issued "clean car” stickers. Further, as plug-in electric
vehicles enter the market, definition of "clean cars” should incorporate an analysis of the overall
environmental impact of electricity production (e.g., solar/wind vs. coal).

Thank you for your time and consideration of this legisiation.

Yours truly,

Representative Annie Hornish
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