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by
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Senator Harris, Representative Ritter, and Members of the Public
Health Committee:

Good morning. I am Lynn Warner, the Executive Director of The Arc
of Connecticut, a 57-year-old statewide advocacy organization for
individuals with intellectual disabilities and their families. We have 23
local chapters throughout the State that provide supports, services, and
advocacy for individuals with intellectual disabilities.

I am here today to submit testimony regarding raised House Biil 6309,

“An Act Concerning Administration of the Department of
Developmental Services,”

The Arc of Connecticut would like to go on record stating that while it
appears that most of the proposed changes regarding the administration
of DDS stated in this Bill are benign to the individuals who are funded
by DDS as well as pose no major impact on our 23 Local Chapters or
the other Private Providers, there is an area where The Arc of
Connecticut and its Local Chapters, who provide Birth to Three or
early intervention services, are concerned.

In the current Section 3., Subsection e, the proposed language change is
to eliminate the Legislative oversight — including OPM and the
Committees of cognizance such as Appropriations and Public Health —
of the expenditures for administrative services regarding the Birth to
Three services. It would also eliminate the need for justification in
writing as to why administrative expenditures exceeded twenty per cent
of the contracted amount. The lead agency (DDS) would no longer
have that oversight.
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The Arc of Connecticut and our Local Chapters are certainly not advocating for more
bureaucracy, but would like this Committee to remain mindful of the families,
especially the children, who are being served by these very valuable programs. They
deserve to know that the highest qualities of services are being provided to their
children through the most efficient spending practices of the lead agency. Oversight
and reporting are certainly ways of better ensuring such quality.

The Arc of Connecticut would also like to caution this Committee about eliminating a
process of checks and balances for a State Agency — especially where funding is
concerned — particularly in these economic times.

Thank you for the opportunity fo speak with you today.



