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Good morning Public Health Committee Members. My name is Ginny Gerena,
I’m a graduate of Advocacy Unlimited. Iadvocate for Youth, Seniors and disabled
individuals. .I would like to speak on SB 847, regarding the consolidation of
Cedarcrest Hospital into CVH, CT Valley Hospital. Even though there is a
proposal to close down Cedarcrest Hospital, 1 think it should be taken into
consideration that by placing about 20 patients into CVH’s now empty buildings
and placing the rest in a Bridgeport facility, they should also realize that these
inpatients should also be considered, if they are compliant and eligible, to be
placed in transitional or supervised housing, in order that they can be in regular
housing, so they can be an inclusive part of the community in the future when they
are ready. '

I participate in the DMHAS Mental Health Transformation Workgroup #2: Mental
Health is Consumer and Family Driven, the Medicaid Rehab Option (MRO), and
Connecticut Transformation Network (CTN) meetings at CVH as an advocate and
I addressed this issue with The Commissioner of DMHAS, asking why couldn’t
Cedarcrest be considered for Rehabilitation or Transitional Housing Programs,
since there are also already a lot of these buildings that are empty and just sitting
there. 1 was told that it would cost too much to bring them up to par for Human
Occupancy. Maybe it might be possible to get funding or a Grant to utilize some
of these buildings for outpatient treatment centers, or transitional housing if
funding could be allocated. Please consider this issue. Thank you for your
attention and your valuable time. |



