Housing Committee

Room 011, Capitol Building
Hartford, CT 06106

Phone: 860-240-0340

Senator Edwin Gomes
Representative Kenneth Green
And Distinct Members of the Housing Committee

I am the Executive Director of the Seymour Housing Authority and a
member of the Executive Board of Connecticut Chapter of Housing and
Redevelopment Officials - CONN NAHRO.

I offer testimony in support of HB 5583 requiring comprehensive
background checks including criminal background for Home Health
Aides, Certified Nurses Assistance, or Personal Care Attendants.

Our residents have experienced a few incidents involving criminal
activity at the hands of home health care workers. Most notably, in
2007 a 78 year old Moderate Rental Resident had her check book
stolen, her account overdrawn and her credit card stolen and used out
of State. She had to apply for a new Social Security number and new
identity.

This incident and several others in communities like Milford, Stratford
and Simsbury were brought to the attention of CONN-NAHRO and in
2008 the Executive Board of CONN-NAHRO adopted a resolution to
seek this legislation.

In July 2008 I wrote to Attorney General Richard Biumenthal seeking
opinion and past measures to protect our residents from this type of
criminal behavior. What I was informed was that Public Act 06-187
was enacted to require background checks for companions and
homemakers and was previously sponsored by the Attorney General.
It is my hopes that yeu consider this legislation based on past
precedent and include the balance of home health workers that enter
the homes of our public housing residents.



Public Housing Authorities struggle with security issues and many, if
none, do not have funds for security personnel or equipment, Home
Health aides enter the buildings each day without checking in or
identifying themselves. The companies sending them do not inform
the Housing Authorities of their entry to the property. This presents a
breach to building and personal security of the residents.

Several residents require home health aides as they are disabled or
frail. Some of the more frail elderly and disabled are vulnerable to
these intrusions to their household. I have witnessed a few individuals
who were being treated in their home, and these individuals don't
even know why the aide was there or what they were doing.

Our Housing Authority, and many others, has received reports from
tenants about items missing from their apartments including money,
jewelry and other items allegedly stolen or missing and the Housing
Authority has no recourse to address the problems with the exception
to get the local Police involved,

All applicants to Public Housing undergo screening including Police
background checks prior to being permitted to reside in our housing.
This requirement is consistent throughout the State in Public Housing.
I am asking for your consideration to support HB 5583 so that there is
consistency in the process to provide secure, safe and decent housing
for Connecticut’s elderly and disabled popuiation. If the residents are
required to go thru the screening, shouldn’t these individuals who visit
our residents for several hours per day and several days a week be
required to be screened?

Thank you for your consideration,

David J. Keyser

Executive Director
Seymour Housing Authority
28 Smith Street

Seymour CT, 06483
Telephone: 203-888-457%9
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