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February 19, 2009
Dear Members of the Housing Commifttee:

We would like to thank Mr. Ken Green for introducing this bill to restore capital funds
for affordable supportive housing. Please support H.B. No 5071 an act concerning the
supportive housing initiative. This bill will increase the bonding cap for CHFA in order
to create 150 affordable supportive housing units through the Next Steps Initiative. This
action will require the General Assembly to appropriate $3 million in debt service
payments for these bonds. This funding will support the capital investment, supportive
services, and rental assistance certificates. The General Assembly supported this funding
which was included in the FY08-09 budget; however the Governor rescinded these funds.
This bill would provide for the capability to restore the capital funds.

The organizations applying to create housing for people who are homeless or at risk of
homelessness have invested significant resources, approximately $5 million, to provide
“shovel ready” projects for funding. This funding is critical not only for the recipients of
the supportive housing units, but also in creating and preserving jobs. Mutual Housing of
South Central CT., Inc dba NeighborWorks New Horizons’ development is important not
only because it provides affordable supportive housing, but it is also apart of our
revitalization of a neighborhood in the Fair Haven section of New Haven. To date, we
have invested over $11 million in our strategic revitalization efforts. We currently have
24 supportive housing units with a family learning center. We have made this area a
desirable place to live with our development efforts and the support from our community.

The housing construction will provide permanent homes for families, children, veterans,
and people with disabilities who are homeless or at risk of homelessness. The need for
permanent supportive and affordable housing will continue to increase with the economic
downturn. Every day we receive calls from families throughout the State who are facing
homelessness from loss of jobs, foreclosure and in one case just this week, facing the
prospect of losing custody of their children because of a lack of a decent, sanitary, safe
place to live.

This funding is not solely bricks and mortar and services, but a platform for a new
beginning. These funds will contribute to our organizations so that we can continue to
inspire our residents to aspire to greater things. Thank you.

Sipcerely,
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Shenae Draughn
Deputy Directox




