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Public Testimony by
Kevin Segalla, Connecticut Film Center, llc

Senator Daily, Représentatlve Staples, Members of the Finance
Committee, My name is Kevin Segalla. | am with the Connectlcut Fitm
Center. :

| have come today to address Senate Bill 933, and the Film Production -
Tax Credit.

CFC was founded over two years ago as a direct result of the tax
incentive program for the entertainment industry. In that time, we have
grown into a thriving company with nine full time employees using the
services of countless other Connecticut businesses and professionals.

We have invested over $15 million into our Connecticut facilities- and
within the next month, we will be making two announcements that will
encompass an additional $55M investment in the growth of CFC. This

. investment will spur the creation of thousands of jobs, not just in the
entertainment industry, but with the construction trades, the tourism
industry, and the service sector. And our story is one of many throLighout
this state.

As a matter of fact, you need only step out these doors to see a few of the
many people that have been a part of the explosive growth of this new
;ndustry

With us today are people from every corner of the state, representing
small businesses and tradesmen that have seen what this forward looking
“program has done to stimulate our economy, create jobs, and build new
industry. ‘

~ We have crew people that work on the movies — from PA's to location
" scouts to electricians.

But we also have union construction workers that have or will be building
new facilities.

We have representatives of the fourism mdustry including hotel workers,
car rental and restaurant employees.

We have a furniture rental company, a waste hauler, a computer supply
company.

We have real estate brokers, property owners, a number of accountants,
at least three entertainment attorneys, Economic Development officers.

| think we have a few of the many many police officers that are paid by
the productions to direct traffic — and the list goes on.

Continued...



Of course, we have in-state production companies here that have seen
their fortunes rise with the incentive. They've added employees, increased
production, and attracted new business that would have gone elsewhere.

‘We also have compénies that have moved here as a result — from a very
successful TV production company to a world-class visual effects outfit.

There are representatives here of at least five major proposed facilities in
New London, South Windsor, Norwalk, Bridgeport and Windsor. ' '

We also have a few of the more than a dozen visual effects, animation
and video game companies that are considering a move to Connecticut
that could together bring over 5000 new jobs. |

And finally, the teamsters, who have been kept so busy with all the new
production. | ' :

Actually, the teamsters came carrying something. These_‘two thousand six
hundred and nineteen signatures of others who have seen the benefits of
the program... and we’'re still counting names.

What's my point? These tax credits pervade every part of our economy.
Yes, they provide a benefit to the major studios and television networks
but when six hundred million dollars is brought to the state you begin to
see the meaning of “economic stimulus”

An estimated 1.5 billion dollars of economic activity — creating jobs,
building businesses, and of course generating tax revenues. 1.5 billion of
stimulus generated from $92M in tax credits.

While | understand that in these tough times, everything must be on the
table, this program is exactly what the doctor ordered. Cutting it will kill
jobs, end the development of a vital new industry, and most importantly —
it will reduce, yes, reduce tax revenue to the state. Thank you.
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