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OF THE UNITED STATES

Testimony by: Stephanie Shain

In Suppert of: S.B. 856
Committee: Joint Committee on the Environment
Date: March 9, 2009

On behalf of The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS), and our nearly
174,000 constituents in Connecticut, I urge you to support S.B. 856, to provide
consumers with information regarding the origin of puppies sold at retail

establishments and to allow the state to track complaints concerning ill or defective

puppies.

Puppy mills are breeding facilities that mass-produce puppies for sale to the pet
trade, including pet stores. They commonly house animals in overcrowded, filthy,
and inhumane conditions with inadequate shelter and care, The puppies that survive
these conditions are taken from their mothers for sale to pet stores at approximately
8 weeks of age, when they are more susceptible to contagious diseases and very

sensitive to behavioral siress.

Many puppy mills produce dogs with very little oversight and with few safeguards
for the health and well-being of the animals. Because of the poor sanitation, care
and husbandry practices al many of these facilities and the fact that retail
establishments don’t clearly identify the origins of many of the puppies they sell,
consumers who purchase a puppy from a pet store are often faced with significant
veterinary bills or even the death of the animal soon after purchase. In many cases,
puppies who have originated in puppy mills suffer from genetic or heritable
conditions that are not apparent for months or even years after purchase, making

short-term “health guarantees™ ineffective to address these concerns.
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Connecticut’s consumers have a right to know the origins of a puppy they are
constdering taking into their home, not only because of these health concerns but
because many consumers want to ensure that they are not unwittingly supporting an
inhumane industry. Therefore The HSUS supports legislation that allows consumers
to get information on the origins of the animal for sale before the purchase, thereby
allowing them to make an informed purchasing decision. Consumers should have a
right to know the identity of their dog's breeder in case they have a problem. This
bill will also allow the state to track complaints on puppies that are ill or have

hereditary or congenital disorders.

I respectfully request your support of S.B, 856, Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Stephanie Shain,

Senior Director, Stop Puppy Mills Campaign
The Humane Society of the United States
sshainf@humanesociety.org
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