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John A, Kissel, State Senator

RE: SB 497
An Act Concerning Municipal Advertising Costs and Pet Adoptions

Good morning Senator Meyer, Representative Roy and honorable members of the
Environment Committee. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to voice my support
of SB 497, An Act Concerning Municipal Advertising Costs and Pet Adoptions,
which I introduced. The way the current statute is written, animal control officers are
required to publish descriptions of tagged dogs or other animals in the lost and found
column of a locally circulated newspaper at a cost of twenty-five dollars, While thisis a
necessary step in re-uniting owners with their lost pets, it does come at a cost to the town
if the animals are not recovered by their owners.

The current fee to adopt an animal from a municipal animal shelter in Connecticut is five
doltars, and has not been increased in many years, yet the cost of advertising an animal in
Enfield has gone from fifteen dollars to the current cost of twenty five dollars and fifty
six cents, and continues to increase annually. As I mentioned previously, most of the lost
animals are not redeemed by their owners and thus the town is then forced to absorb the
advertising cost. My proposal would raise the adoption fee by the cost of advertising,
therefore reducing the cost to municipalities of finding homes for lost animals.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak before you on this issue and I am
hopeful that you will look favorably on SB 497 as it will save municipalities money at a
time when they desperately need it.

SERVING THE PEOPLE OF
ENFIELD - EAST GRANBY - GRANBY - SOMERS + SUFFIELD « WINDSOR -« WINDSOR LOCKS




